— 


AY A GEES ans re — — 


CHRISTIAN 


Standing 
& 
Moving 


Upon the trueFoundation; 


| 


_ OR, 
eA Word in ſeaſon. 
Sticke cloſe to Ged, ? In his preſent defign a- 
Perſwading to AR anteently for God. \ again a al diſcourage- 


— 


ALAN 


: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
4 
: 
I 


449 III RIP RET IOD DDS PRPDEDS C 


ments, oppoſitions, tempcations. 
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monthly Faſt, Oftob.25. 1648. 
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the Goſpel at James Garlick-hith, London, and 
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HONORABLE HOUSE 
of COMMONS now Aﬀſem- . 
bledin PARLIAMENT. 
Tu Oo ſpeake fo 4 Kingdome at once, is both s 


Y reghtie work, and an bappy opportanity; 
a Whales I conſidered tbe former, the aſt 


E diſpreportion of mine owne abilities did 

>, diſcourage me : but the latter brought me 

> ) «por the adventure; inwbich though 7 

ſhould come off with loſſe, yet if you aud 

your hand receive but any gatne, I ſhall de- 

fire to rejoyce. 1 know thet God uſually maximus in mini- 

mis, ard doth bis higbeſt workes by loweſt meanes, and inftru- 

ments, Out of the mouths of bqbes and ſucklings he hath 

perfeed praiſe, Mat. 21.16. Therefore 7 bope my poore 

endeavours may not be without fruit, which your deſires doe 

command, and your gracious acceptance doth tncourage me to 
make thus publique, and preſen: them againe to you, 

1n them 1 have ſet before you a true Chriſt;an as ſtanding 

firmly apon the true feundation, as aſcending daily tn the true 

ſpheare, to perfeRion and reft; Both which is the Lord Jeſus, 


Every: ffanting that is not upon this foundation is decerifull 
and - 
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and falſe, every aſcent that is not in this ſpheare is enormous 
and crooked, b 0k 

Every man is growing up according to that root in which 
he is planted, ana that principle in which be lives, By living 
in Chriſt we grow up tnto Chriſt, andbe that lrues moſt 51; 
brim, growes up moſt into him, what ever God the father would 
bave to abtde,and grow ap into a ſtate of perfefisen and glory, 
that be hath laid upon Chrift as the foundation ; and what 
ever refts upon any other, will either vaniſh into atre, or be 
conſumed with fire. 

Ana this 15 the commiſf10n that {brift bath recerved of bis 
Father,and the great work that be is upon at this day,to throw 
down all falſe foundations that men bave ſet up and built up. 
-07, that the true foundation of all things may appeare. All 
Religion, peace and principles within, all power peace and 
glory without that reſts not upon it ,he is now comming to ſhake 
and di ſolve, 

The foure great Monarchies of the world, though thety 
firmneſ/e and ſtrength be like that of Gold, Silver, Braſſe, 
Jron, as they mere repreſented to Nebuchadnezzar # his 
dreame Dan. 2, Tet becauſe they were not erefled upon 4 
true foundation, the Stone cut out of the Mountaine breakes 
them to petces, and brings them to nothing ; 

Azad ſo Great Babylon the throne of the beaſt being ereRed 
without Chriſt, yea agatnſt bim,zs falling down every day be- 

fore him. : | 

Therefore (Wor; by Senatoeurs) take beed how you build, [ee 
that your foundation he ſolid, Let me be bold totel you, that 
all your profe ſſton, religion, and your bopes grounded ' upon 
them will fall into the duſt if they ſtand not upon this Rocke, 
the Lord Jeſus, I mean not an imaginary but a true Jeſus, as 
r1ghtly arſcovered and apprebended: For millions of ſoules 
muſcarry in theſe Geſpel-times, amidft Goſpel-light by - 
reſting 


= 


ks 


FE TW 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


reſting wpon ſuch a Jeſus that hath no extftence either inthe 
word, or i beautn, or any where but in their owne fancy 
alone, b 

And when you finde your ſtanding good, let not»ing ſhake 
you; reſt bere, reignehbere,and fron _=_ be you daily advan- 
cing into the boſeme of the father which is the centre,the home, 
the baven, the heaven of your ſoutes, 

As tothe Kingaome, and your own truſt #n relation to it, 
1 ſhall only ſay thus mach, looke upon 1ts ruines, ard its dan« 
gers; ana both theſe call upoxyou for a double warke, to be ſtre. 
nuous in building, and vigilant in watching, 

Firſt, (treauous in — you are called to raiſe u) the 
former ve{olarrons., tuen the deſolations of many generations, 
Here ave ihe liberites of the veople to be built up , the peace of 
Church and gate tobe butlt up, the walls of Jeruſalem to be 
built up, ard the Yutnes of poore Irela:!d; according to your 
power and capacity addreſſe manfully to all theſe that you may 
w1nne to your ſelves the honorable name of b-tng the repairers 
of our breaches. remember agreat Athenian Co amunder 
being asked why he aid not riot and [magger it with the r:[t of 
the Cempany;anſwered,] know x0t how to drinkeand ſwagger; 
ſed novi Rempublicam ex parvi magnam facere; / know 
how to make 4 ſmal Common-wealth great : O» Strs, you will 
then approve your ſelyes tobe men of 5kill and wiſdome indeed 
if you know bow aright to build up a poore decayed State, and 
to wntte divided Chriſtians. That you may be ſucceſsfull tn 
this worke;, 

Firſt, build with unity, there can be nogreater obſtraftion 
ro the building thaz diviſions among the builders, Did you all 
«8 from the ſame principles,tathe ſame common ends the work 


. would goe on 112 your hands more proſperonſly aud ſpeedily. 


Secondly, with diligence'; If builders grow ſlacke, will not 
attezd the worke, but are by every ſlight occaſion called off, 
the building is likely to ftiche. Thirdh, 
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Thirdly , with wiſdeme, Prov. 9. 1+ Wiſedome bath 
built her houſe. T he ſpirituall buzlding goes on ſucceſſeful. 
ly, becauſe it is carryed on by an infinite wiſdome: And Prov. 
24. 3+ By wiſdome is an houſc built, and by underſtan- 
ding it is eſtabliſhed. 

You have many enemies that ſeeke to diſparage and under. 
mine your building , and therefere build wiſely : aud wiſe 
builasrs will build upon 4 good foundation, and by a good 
rule, | 
 Fourthly, with reſolution, builders ought net to be affrigh- 
ted [rom therr morke with aſhowre of ratne, a puſfe of winde, 
or the barking of a dog ;, For want of this men have left thetr 
worke, and either by feares or flatteries bave been brought to 
4 very wrwortby and baſe complyance. | 

Next in order to the imminent dangers of the Kingdome, 
your worke ts to. be vigilant in watching, Vita hominum 
vigilia, ſaid Pliny to Veſpaſian ; [ am fire #8 is now one 
great worke of your life to be watchfull for thrs:poor Kingdume, 
axd would you approve yonr (elves true watchmen, then watch; 

Firſt, accurately; Watch.men muſt nt be blindeas Iſra- 
els was , Iſa. 56. 10. They muſt have a prercang ſight, that 
they may be able to ſee txto: the battome and depth - re Man 
that they may ſee ſnares that are laid inprivate, and may 
zot be deluded with fair pretexts and overtures tothe betray. 
zng of their truſt, and the good of thoſe for whom they watch. 
eAs alſo, that they may be able toſae afarre off. -Watch-men. 
fand upon walls and bigh places to diſcover dangers ap- 
proachtng at a diſtance: ſo are youthis King domes watebmer. 
to diſcover evils that may come upon it, not only for the pre. 
ſent, but many yeares hence, Toareretoprovide not only that 
we may for a few yeares, or in this:gezeration enjoy the Goſpel, 
our peace and liberties, but to ſettis them upon ſuch « bottome, 
as that poſterity may rejoyce in them as well as-gur ſelves. © 
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Thus I bave done , onely if any where you finde my lan- 
guage more particular and importunate then ordinary, 1 de- 
fire that thepreſent exigence of the time aud your affaires may 
plead my excuſe, 

I did deſire to be faitbfull tn the worke, andin the free 
diſcharge 07 mine owne conſcience I ſhall endexvour to ſit 
downe and rejoyce amidſt all the cenſures and reproacives of 
men, Who are the true friends and enemies of peace God will 
tn a ſhort time diſcover. 

Some things which I bad prepared to ſpeake, 1 was con- 
ſtrained to omit by reaſon of the time, and I am bere bold to 


preſent them to your eyes, together with thoſe which I have 
B already 
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already preſented toyour eare, Which that they may bee as 
ASACRED:ANCHOR toeſtabliſhyou, as HE 4- 
VENLY FIRE to enflame your bearts into an bigher * 
pitch of true zeal and reſolution for God and this Kingdome, 
ſhall be the contenuall prayer | 


4 —— 


Of him. 


Who deſiresto be found a 
faichfull Steward in-the 


Lords worke, 


MaATTH., BARKER. 
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1 Cor. 15. laſt. 


wherefore my beloved brethren, be yee ftedfaft, unmoveable, al. 
wayes abounding in the worke of the Lord, as knowtng that 
your labour 15 never in vaine in the Lord, 


PEEz* HE Apoſtle Paul the Penman of this 
|| Epiftle was a great Proficient both in the 
54 Wa £1] lower ſchoole of humane learning, and 
| L 4-4 in the upper ſchoole of divine know- 
| SE = ledge; and where have we a clearer dif- 
Ce=x====) covery of it then in this Chapter. 
His knowledge in things divine 2ppeares in the heigth 
and heavenlinefſe of his matter; he doth in this Chapter 
unfold theſe foure Myſteries; 

1. The Myſtery of Chrifts reſurreQion; as being not 
alone that, whereby he himſelfe did overcome deat!, 
and triumphantly entred into a fate of perfe& righre- 


ouſneſſe, life and glory,but alſo chat whereby his whole 
body 
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body hath received an afluring pledge of, and myſticall 
inlet into the ſame ſtate. A nd that We read frem verſe 
12. tO 24+ 

2. He unfolds the Myſtery of Chriſts Kingdom,and 
that in two particulars; | 

Firſt, in the end, or finall cauſe oft, and that either 
Mediate, as the putting downe all rule, all authority and 
pomer, and the utter aboliſhing of all enemies , or ulti. 
matez That Goa may be all in all, There are many ene- 
mies that lifr up themſelves above God inthe world,and 
doe caſt vailes upon his glory , that they themſelves 
may appeare and ſhine forth , now the great end of 
Chriſts reigne is to deſtroy theſe enemies, and remove 
theſe vailes, That God may be all iz all; And this you have 
ſer forth from verſe 24. to 28. 

2- In the period or expiration of it; this Kingdome 
according to the forme of its preſent adminiſtration is 
to ceaſe, and roempty it ſelte, and expire into the King- 
dome of the Father ; and this you have partly in the 
24% and partly in the 28h verſe. This is the ſecond 
Myſtery. 

The Third is the Myſtery of the Saints reſurreQion 
in their owne perſons ; which the light of nature can- 
not reach; and which ſome even of che wiſeſt among the 
heathens have not only denyed , but exploded, this 
he firſt proves from verſe 12, to 39. Then deſcribes 
from ver. 39.t0 45. | 

4- The fourth is the Myſtery of the firft and ſecond 


' Adam; which he ſets in oppoſition to each other ſeve- 


rall wayes in this Chapter. 
i. In reſpe& of their principles, verſ. 45. The fir 

man eAdam was made a ltuing ſoule, the laſk Adam was 

made a quickning ſpirit. The firſt man had a Fo__— of 
1 
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divine life within himſ\clfe,but had not a ſtock or trea- The Apotle- 


| ſory of life, the firſs 47 was made a living ſoule onely,but dot 


h here ab- 


the ſecond eAdam having the fulnefle of the Godhead ude ro theſe 


expreſ- 


in himſeife, is a ffore-bo«/eof lives, and from him life fions in Ge» 


breakes forthupon his whole body, the ſecond Adam was 


made a quickning Sperit, 
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2.In reſpe& of Order, verſ.46. Howbeit that was not DN MNDWI.- 


Rap ae 40. - 
firſt which is ſpirituall,but that which is naturall, and after- | - 


p 


ward that which is ſpirituall, The firſt 44am, and the 
firſt ſtate of things under him, was naturall ; God tooke 
pleaſure in them, and received glory from them, accor. 
ding to thoſe naturall perfe&tions wherein he did create 
them ; but afterwards the ſecond Adam comes and ga- 
thers up allthings into a ſpiriruall eſtate,even into him- 
ſe]fe, that now all that deiight which God puts forth up- 
on his creature, and all that glory he,xeceives from ir, is 
alone in this ſecond A4am,the Lord Jeſus. 

3-In reſpe@ oftheir Original',verf. 47. The firſt mas #s 
of the earth earthy, the ſecond man is the Lord from Heaven. 
The firſt man was earthly in his original ,* 2nd all rhat 
we have received from him, brings us not up above an 
earthly eſtate : bnt the ſecond eAdam was the Lord from 
Heavez, and ſo in him wee riſc up iato at heavenly e- 
ſtate, 

Thus you have a briefe account of his kill in di- 
vine learning. 

His $kill in humane learning appeares,as in the excel- 
lency of his f:z/e, fo inthe exatnefle of his method, 
He firſt begins with his Procem, and there prepares 
the mindes of the people to enrertain that heavenly diC- 
courſe that he was to infiſt upon : and this you have in 
I1, firſt verſes. Next, we have the narration, wherein 
he ſtates the Dueftron,and layes down the ſubje& that he 

was 
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Afterthis hecomes to the (orfautatironu, wherein he 
anſwers an objeRion, and that we find in the 3 5. verſe, 
But ſome man will ſay, How are the dead raiſed up, and with 
what bodies doe they come ? 

This he anfwers by a double Metaphor : The one is of 
Cora, which by dying is quickned,as you read 36,37,38. 
verſes. The other is from the ſeverall formes and qua- 
lities wherewith God hath cloathed other creatures in 
nature,as you read in 39,40,4 t. verſes. 

And then he further proceeds to the Illuſtration in 
the 42,43, 44 verſes, wherein he unfolds and deſcribes 
the nature and manner of the reſurre&ion. 

And laſtly, we have the Epzog:4, where he windes vp 
all, and makes a practical application of his whole dif. 
courſe, Wherefore my beloved bretbres, be ye (teafall,uumovye- 
able, alwayes abounding 4n the work of the Lord, as knowing 
that your labcur is x: ver tn vain inthe Lord, 

That we may rightly underſtand the ful Emphaſis of the 
Text, 
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having largely difcourſed of the reſurretion , wherein 
he ſeeth both himſelfe and all Saints raiſed up intoa 
ſtate of victory, as he ſpeakes in the 54. verſe, Death zs 
ſwallowed up in viftory , like a Conquerour he doth per- 
form theſe three things in the end of the chapter. 


=] muſt look back to the Context.- The Apoſtle 


i-He makes his triumph, and ſers his feet upon the _ 


neckes of his enemies, O'Death, where 1s thy ſting? O 
Grave, wheve is thy tory? v5 5s 

2. He offers up his ſacrifice of praiſe to the God of his 
victory, But thankes be to God who grueth mw the viftory 
— our Lord Feſwm. v.57. 

3. He gives out his Orders for the right improving of 
= victory , and that two wayes, as weeread in the 
Extko | 

1.To a Chriſtian ftedfaſtneſſe, and reſolution, Be you 
ſtedfaft, and unmoveable, asif he ſhould ſay, God hath 
- made you Conquerours in Chriſt over Death, Grave, 
the Law, Sin, andall your enemies, the victory is fallen 
on your fide,thereforenow ſtand your ground,gtve not 
back, ſtoutly maintain what you have won, 

2-To aſpiriruall a&ivity and ſedulity, 4/rayes abownd- 
ing 1 the work of the Lordgas if he had ſaid, Hath the Lord 
Jeſus done ſuch great things for you,as to bring you up 
into ſuch aconquering eſtate; and is there ſuch a glorti- 
ous eſtate abiding you in the reſurre&ion, as before he 
had deſcribed, therefore now eſteeme no labour or tra- 
vell too much toundergoe for him. 

Inthe Text we have theſe two maine patts. 

I. A Loving Compellation, my 4e/oved brethren. 

2. A double Exhortation;the one is toa conſtant un- 
movableneſſe, 5e yee tedfaſt.unmovable. The other is, to 
' acontinuall motion, alwayes abound:ng in the worke of _ 
OS - ky Lord, 
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Lerd. Both which are backt and inforced with adouble 
Motive, : 

The firſt implycd in the firſt word, the eAdverb un 
wherefore; ſeeing it is thus that there are ſuch viQories 
won,and ſuch hopes laid up tor you,therefore eyee ted. 
faſt unmouable, alwayes abounding in the works of the Loyd, 

The ſecond is expreſt in the laſt words,as knowring that 
your labour is n0t invaine inthe Lord, What ever labour 
you undergoe ,' either ing, ſtanding unmovably upon 
your foundation, or in your ſpirituall motion in the 
worke of Chriſt, it is not Joſt labour, not an empty 
worke, your labour is not in Vainetn the Lord, Thus you 
have a briefe account of the Text. 

For the firſt part,the Compellation, we ſhall not in- 
ſiſt upon itatall, it being only to make roome in their 
hearts for the entertainment of the duties,he commends 
to them. | 

That which wee ſhall therefore (God aſſiſting) ſpend 
the time that yet remaines upon is, the two Exhorta. 
tions;wherein he ſtirs them up to make a right improv* 
ment of the victory they had gotten in Chriſt. 

The Motives we ſhall not particularly inſiſt upon, as 
intending to make uſe of them in the Application. 

Firſt then, to the former Exhortation; toa Chriſtian 
unmovablenefſe, and conſtancy : heyou fledfaft, ida7y it 
is a Metaphor either taken from a Baſis, or Foundation, 
vpon which the building will and firme, and ftedfaſt ; 
So that the Apoſtle exhorts them to ſtand faſt upon 
that ſure foundation , on which they were placed ins» 
Chriſt. Orelſe from a Chaire or Seat in which a man 
fits firme , wichout tottering, or in danger-of falling; 
and fo he exhorts them to fit quietly and ftedfaſtly in 
that Seat of reſt; that Chaire of State, that Throne of 
| vigory 
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victory and glory which they were placed upon in the 


Lord Jeſus. : | 

The other word in this former Exhortation is «-- 
movable ,qvraunrs 1t ſignities one that will not be mo- 
ved from his place, or ſtanding; The Apoſtle knew that 
many things would affault them, ro draw them off from 
their foundation, and fpirituall ſtability : bur ſaith he 
yeeld nota jot,bs #@amovable,like the Pole of the heavens, 
or like aRocke in the Sea, be unmoved in the midſt of 
all. Thus from the firſt Exhortation we fhall gather 
this Dorine. 

To ftand faft with an unſhaken ſpirit upon the true founda. 
tron, i5 the wiſdome and worke of Saints, 

That as they are raiſed up into a fall, free, firme and 
victorious ſtate in Chriſt, ſo.bererhey are to live, abide, 
and reigne amidſt all encounters, all changes from with- 
in,from without,or round about them; and our Apoſtle 
might the b=tter preſſe this upon others,as having in ſo 


great meaſure attained it inhis owne perſon, as we read 


in Rom.8. latter end, #0 ſhall ſeparate us from the love of 
Chriſt ? ſhall cribulation, diftireſſe, nakedne)je, famine, &c, 
z4y 11 all theſe things-we are more than conquerers;and then 
adds, I am perſwaded that neither life xor death, principallt. 
ties ner powers, things preſent nor thing, to come, ſhall ever 
be able to ſeperate us from the love of God, &c. Helikea wile 
Commander, eſpies out the utmoſt ſtrength ofhis ene- 
mies, and ſurveying them in their number, in their na- 
ture, in their ſeverall kinds; and he 1s not one whit mo- 
ved or ſhaken, but ſtanding firm upon his foundation, 
concludes againſt them all, that they ſhall never be able 
to ſeparate him from the love of God which is in Jeſus 
Chrift. 
Soin 1 Cor, 16. 3, Watch y2:, ſtand faft in the Faith, 
C quit 
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quit you like men. co (pe:'ics to military language, for 
Chriſtianity is 2 fizÞ* ; ici your enemies ſurprize you, 
watch ; if thy approach to aa encounter, ftard ! aft, re- 
treat nOtht all : if ir comes tO an engagement, gait your 
ſebyes like men, So in Epbeſ. 6.13«.Therefore put on the 
whole Armour of Gor, that yee may bee able to ftand tn the 
evill day, and having done all, to fland; or baving abols- 
ſhed the firength of all enemies, to fland. Firſt, as good 
Souldiers they are to put on their armour ; next,ſtout! 
to make reſiſtance, and not to ceafe the fight, till they 
had quite ſcattered their enemies, and like cenquerqurs - 
keeping the field, having done allto ſtand, 

So often doth our Saviour encourage his Diſciples to 
ſtand faft, Maith.24. 6. # ber youbeare of warres, and ru- 
mours of warres, ſee that you be not troabled. Some Criticks 
obſerve, that the word implies ſnch a trouble, as when 
Souldiers receive ſome ſudden alarm, what ftrange dif. 
quietments, diſtration, confuſion, may then: be ſeene, 
but faith Chriſt, be not-you thus troubled, let not theſe 
things amaze you, or draw you off from the foundation 
of your repoſe and reſt. 

One place more I ſhall adde, Fob» 16.1aft. Theſe things 
I have (poken toyou, that in me you might bave peace: In the 
worldye ſhall have tribulation, but be of good cheere, I have o- 
Lercome the world, It is true, you are to encounter with 
the troubles of the world, but the world,and every thivg 
in theworld, that fights againſt your life andpeace, is 0- 
Vercome in me ; therefore be not you moved,be of good 
courage notwithſtanding all. 

1- For the clearing of the point we (hal firſt ſhew you, 
—_ a Chriſtian is to ſhew forth his ſtedfaſtneſſe of 
irit. 

- . Secondly, the way whereby God brings ny —_ 
| oule 
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ſoule to it; Then we ſhall acquaint you with the grounds 
and laſtly apply all to our ſelyes. 

For the Firſt, a Chriſtian is to ſhew forth this ed- 
faſineſle, in opplition tothole ſeverall things which are 
apt to:ſhake him. | 

1. The Firſt is, the guilt of fin; this hath broughe 
many 2-precious ſoule under fad diſquietments, con- 
flits and agonies, Fob felt them, and exprefſeth them 
Job 6. 4. For the arrowes of the Almighty are within me, 
the poyſon mbereof drinketh up my ſperit; the terrours of God 
et themſebues in array agatnſ me | 

Davidſelt them, and elegantly deſcribes them by that 
diſmall appearance of things upon Mount $:»az, at the 
delivery of the Law, God came downe upon it, in his 
Majeſty and glory,and then the Earth ſhooke, the foun- 
dation of the hills moved;there was ſeen alſo fire c& ſmoake 
andburntzg coales, darkneſſe, darke waters ;, thunder tight- 
ning and thick cloudes of the skie; All this the Prophet 
did finde ſpiritually in his own foul, fo dreadful and dif- 
quieting is the preſence of God to the guilty conſcience. 

But now a Chriſtian is to ſtand ſtedfaſt here, to live 
above the feares of hell and wrath; and amidſt all that. 
unworthineſſe, weakneſſe,ſinfulnefſe,he beholds in bim- 
ſelf; yet tocſteem himſelfe in Chrift perfeQly righte- 
ous in the fight of God, and ſo to be at peace. The 
Apoſtle exhorts to this Heb. 10, 22. Let us draw nigh 
with full aſſurance of faith, having our hearts ſprenkl:d from 
ax evil conſcience, 8c. Nothing more unfits the ſoule 
ro draw nigh to God than an evil conſcience, a conſci- 
ence under the workings of guilt,and tegre of wrath;not 
that we exclude mourning for fin, ſuch mourn: .3 as 
flowes from faith, and calls vot the ſoule off from the 
true foundation, 

C 2 2. The 
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2. The Second thing which is apt to diſquiet the 
ſoule, is the temptarions of Satan; he is an unquiet tur- 
bulent ſpirit, and is itill _—_ co draw the ſoule off 
from the Centre of her reſt and peace, and though he 
cannot rob her of her inheritance in God, yet he makes 
her ro pcſſeſle it with as much trouble as he can. Dif- 
order and.ataxy are the very baſis of his Kingdom;zwhen 
every thing is brought backe toits proper place then 
doth his Kingdome fall. 

Chriſt told his Diſciples that Satay defired to winnew 

them as wheat, Luke 2 2.31.wheat is not winnowed with- 

_ out much cry, ow ſhaking : Now a Chriſtian is to 

x Pet.5+ 9- ſtand faſt againſt Satan, toreſiſt him,ſtedfaſt in the faith, to 

1 Jo” keep himſelf that the wicked one may not touch hem, And 

thus he doth when he ſtands upon his foundation, when 

he lives above with God, and in God he hath Satan un- 

der his feet z though he caſt his fiery darts at him, yet 

they are all quenched and hurt him not : But when hee 

comes from his foundation, and parlies with him, and 

conſents to his ſuggeſtions, then 1s he wounded by. him. 

The Devill could not rouch Chriſt, becauſe hee abode 

edfaſt in the Godhead, and the will of the Father, hee 

plal,r6,8. ſet the Lord alwayes before htm, and kept Satan behind bim, 

Mat.35.23 2nd ſo conquered. Had our firſt parents done thus,they 

had not fallen, but they turning their eyes from -God 

and his will, and fixing it upon the temptation, . were be- 
witched and fell. 

3+ The third thing that is apt to diſquiet the ſoul, is the 

Law. When it was delivered the Earth ſhook, the people 

trembled,and Moſes himſclte ſaid, 7 exceedingly feare and 

quake, This is the naturall effe& of the Law, to cauſe 

earthquakes and ſhakings in the Soule. When a poore 

Chriſtian lookes upon the purity and tritnefle of the 
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Law pointed with wrath 8 cueſe againſt the leaſt rran(-. 
grefſion, as alſo the holineſſe, juſtice and majeſty of che 
law-giver,and his own vilenefſe and filthineſle,he is then 
ready to quake and tremble, and ſay with thoſe men of 
Bethſhemeſh, #ho is able to ſtand before this boly Lord Gods 15am. 5. 
But yet looking up to that free eſtate, to which he is ad- 29: 
vanced in-Chriſt, having the Law with all its curſes un- . 
der his feer, he is to ſtand faſt,not to feare, but to bee as 
fully at peace in Chriſt,as if there was no Law at all. As 
Hiſtories report of ſome Hills, that ſtand up above the 
middle Region , that thoſe that are at the top, may ſee 
it thunder and lighten, and the clouds ſend forth ſtorms 
and tempeſts upon the Region below them, and yer 
they behold the Sunne cleare above them, and enjoy a 
calm and ſerene aire round about them : So though the 
Law like claps of thunder, and flaſhes of lightning,may 
amaze thoſe that yet live in the lower Regions of the 
fleſh and the world, yet the Saintsare fet up aloft in 
Chriſt, above the Law as a Covenant of Works, live in 
an upper Region of light and peace, when thoſe that 
are blow them are in darkneſle, terrour, and trouble. 
Rom.3.19. We know what things ſoever the Law ſaith,it ſaith 
st to them that are under the Law. 
4+ The fourth thing that is apt to diſquiet the Soul,is 
Death: this is the King of terrors, and makes ſtoureſt 
hearts tremble ; yea, there is no creature but flies from 
it,armes againſt it, and trembles before it. 
But a Chriſtian is to be ſtedfaſt here, not to be afraid 
of Death, though preſented in the moſt dreadful ſhape; 
he is not todecline his duty,to bawk his ſtation,or tread 
one ſtep awry that he may avoid it. 
Ofthis temper was the Apoſtle Paul, he ſaw Death 
daily before him in his way, yet he goes on unmovably, 
| as 
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as you read Ais 28.24, None of theſe things move me, nei- 
ther doe I count my life deare ro my ſelf , that I may finilh my, 
courſe with joy. And Chap.2 1-13. What mean you to weep 
and break mine heart, for 1 am ready not to be bound onelybut 
alſo to de at Feruſalem for the Name of the Lord Jeſu. | 

When a man is brought to fee that the loving kind- 


. nefic of Golis better then Life, and the fulfilling the 


will of Godbetter then all outward contentments and 
enjoyments, then will he ſtand faſt againſt the approa- 
ches of Death. 
The fifth thing that is ready to diſquiet a Chriſtian, 
is theworld,and that both in its Frowns and Flatteries, 
Firſt its Frowrs, when it muſters up its reproaches, 
lofles, croſles,afli&tions, perſecutions, and ſets them ag 
in battell aray againſt a poore Chriſtian : when that ma- 
lI:gnant Spirit that is in the World, breakes forth, and 
acts tothe utmoſt of its a&ivity, in oppoſition to the 
Saints, and the preſent deſigne of God; yet this ought 
no whit to move them, or diſcourage them, but are to 
goe on as freely anduprightly in the work of God, and 
tO be as confident of jts prevailing, as it there was no 
Oppoſition at all. Ot this brave temper was the Apo- 


AR.20.24 ſtle Paul : The Holy Gheſt did witnefle to him, that in c- 


very Citic bonds & aflitions did watt for him,yert faith 
he, None of theſe things move me. When God ſent out the 
Prophets of old to propheſie againſt rhe Princes, and 
the great men of the earth, he commands them to ſtand 
faſt againſt all oppoſition. As when he lent out theProphet 
Jeremy, Jer.1.8.ſaith he,Be not afrard of toery faces,for I am 
with thee to delrver thee, And in the 17 verſe,7T nou therefore 
gird ap thy loynes and ariſe, and ſpeak tothem all that I com- 
maud thee. 


For behold, I have made thee this day « defenced (tie, an 
Tron 
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1:0n pillar, and brazen malls againſt the whole Land,againft 
the Kings of Fudah,agarnft the Princes theweof, againſt the 
Prrejis thereof, &c. Though the powers of the World 
ating in ſeverall Spheares,and running along-in fſeverall 
Chantels,doe come tounite in one Stream of violence, 
ro overflow the Saints,yet they are to ftard fat, like Iron 
pillars, and braz:n malls,without feare or flinchii'g. 

So be ſpeakes tothe Prophet Ezekiel, =zet.3.6. eAnd 


thou ſonne of Man, be not afraid of them, nor be n0t afraid of . 


their wordr, though briers and thornes be mith thee, and thou 
doft dwell among Scorpions. Such armour of proofe is the 
ſpirit of z Chriftian to pur on;that he may be able with- 
otrt feare or prejudice, to wlk through the very midſt 
cf Briers, Thorns,and Scorpions. 

2. A Chriſtian is alſo to ſtand faſt aginſt the flatteries 
of the world; and thefe many times conquer where the 
other cannot , Sampſer could not be overcome by the 
power of all the Phzleſtzms,yet was foild by the intice- 
ment of one Dalzlah. The Armies of Moab could nor 


prevaile againſt ſrael, but the danghters of Moab could Nom.25: r, 


with theit whoriſh alurements. Fora man to have the 
glory of the world ſet before him in its r:cheft array, as ir 


was before Chrift, Moſes and others, yet to retnaine 


ſtedfaſt, tiot to move a ſtepout of the way, ſo much as 
to ſalute them , or parly with them in his ſpirit, this is a 
mighty worke, and yer it is the duty of Saints.So that as 
the Romans had this inſcription upon their Targets ec 
ſpe nec metu, neither by hope nor feare, would they ever 
prove rezegadoes, or become unfairhfull ; So though the 
world preſents it ſelfe to us in ſeverall formes,and com- 


plexfions,ſometimes to affright, ſometimes to enſnare, 


yet a Chriſtians worke isto ſtand ftedfaſt againſt both. 
6. A Sixth thing that is apt to diſquiet , and to re- 
move 


cn 
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move the ſoule from her foundation is the darknefle of 
divine adminiſtrations ; when God makes c/oudes to be 

bi chareots, rides along in the dark quite out of the crea- 
tures ſight : when there appeares no harmony between 
Promiſes and Providences, the word and wOrkes of 
God. 

And this either in the more internall, or externall 
workes of the Almighty. 

Firſt internall, when God doth alter his adminiſtrati- 
ons to a poore ſoule; when he ſhall frowneas a Fudge, 
whoeven now did ſmile as a Father z When he ſhall co- 
ver his face with a. dark cloud,that even now ſhone forth 
with much ſ=eerzeſſe and glory : when the ſoule ſhall Rill 
follow God, and yet God ſeemes todepart farther off, 
when the ſoule ſhall cry, and God ſeems not either to 
heare, or regard : but all his adminiſtrations ſpeake 

that he loves her not, ownes her not, but intends to caſt 
her off: Now for the ſoule to be un ſhaken, not to faint 
or be diſcouraged, not to ſay, Surely I bave cleanſed my 
heart in vaine. I will goe back to my former lovers: and 
as the 1ſraelites, Ariſe, and make us Gods to goe before us, 
for as for this Moſes that brought us out of Egypt, we know 


Ex0.32.1, #0t what is become of him, For the ſoule yet to beare up 


ſtoutly in confidence of the love of God, and rather to 
reſt upon, and wzite for a frowning, chiding, delaying 
God, than to imbrace a ſmiling , courting, flattering 
world, this is her worke and durie. 

And fo in the more externall works of God to his 
Church abroad, When inſtead of rafing her , hee ſhall 
ſuffer herto fall yet lower, and lower; in ſte ad of make- 
ing up her breaches they ſeem till cogrow wider, and 
wider, and ſhe is ſpeaking as the Jewes, Jer. 8. 15. wee 
locked for peace, but n# good came; and for & time of health, 
but 
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but behold trouble. And the whole courſe of Providence 
ſpeakes as if God had quite caſt her off. Now all this 
while to ſtand faſt, to reſt confident of $:cns profperi- 
ty and glory, arid that all theſe ſtrange adminiſtrations 
ſhall be made ſerviceable thereunto ; this is the worke 
and duty of Saints. Davidthough a man raiſed up on 
high, yet profeſſerh that when he viewed the ſtrange me- 
thods of Providence, His feet were almoſt gone, bis fleps bad 
welnigh lipt, Pſal.73. 2. Ir was a ſtrange work that 4- 
braham was called unto, to offer up 7/aac, which was not 
alone his onely ſonne, his beloved ſonne, the ſonne of 
his old age, but the ſonne of the promiſes, in whole ſeed 

all the nations of the earth werero be bleſſed : fo thar 

Abrabamby ſuch an a& might ſeem to undoe the world; 
yet hedid it without ſtaggering, being ſtrong tn farth. 
And ſo God brought his people out of Egypt into (a- 
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. naan by a ſtrange ſertes of providence, ſo that they were 


all ſhaken and offended but Foſhuz and Caleb, who fo!- 
lowedafter God,and Rood ſtedfaſt. 

The ſevenrh and laſt thing that is apt to ſhake and re- 
move the ſoule from her foundation,ts frange DoFrenes, 
theſe are ſaid 

To tofſe to and fro,Epheſ.4.14. 
To carry about, Heb. 13. 9. 


To ſhake as aſhip «pon the waves, 2 Thefl. 2. 2, BY 


Toturn aſide, x Tim.1.6. 


Now herea Chriſtian is to ſhew his ſtedfaſtneſſe, to ;,. 


ſtand firm npon the Rock of truth, whilſt ſtrange do- 
arines, like ſo many impetuous waves,are beating upon 
him, and breaking themſelves to pieces againſr it, till at 
!aſt they arerurned into meere froth and foame. A 
Chriſtian mdeed is alwayes tobe in motion, and advan- 
cing higher in the Spheare of C ——— : but it muſr 
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be ſcill upon; rhe Rzcke, and in the ſtraight line of 


Truth, 


Thus have we finiſhed the farſt particular. 
The next is to ſhew you the meanes whereby G OD 
brings upthe Soule to this Heroick and Princely frame; 
and he doth it by 2 double a& : of 1/lumination and Mor. 


tification> 


1. Of 1llamination: He en 


lightens the ſ{oule to fe 


himſclfe as he appeares in Chrilc,to (ce the gracious de- 
fignes of God upon her; and the glory of the Godhead 
breaking forth into ker through him, doth thus eſra- 


bliſh her. 


x. [t cſtabliſheth' her againſt the guilt of ſinne, ſhe 
beholds God himſclfe become her righteouſneſſe;' and 
in that righteouſneſle, juſcifying, accepting, adoptivg, 
yea embracing and kiſſing ker. And now the Charres of 
ber bondage are fa}ling off, the dark z1ght of her feares 
paſſing away,and the ſtormes of divinewrath, and of her 
own troubles, {weetly blown over : yea, ſhe findes ſuch 
a calmneſſe and tranquillity,fuch peace paſſing all wnder - 
ftanarag, poſſeſſing and filling all her powers, as none 
can comprehend,bur thoſe that have felt it. This is thar 

Rev.2- 17- white ſtone with the vrew name,which none know but tho'e that 


Gal. 4+ 6. 


recein;eit: This is thecry and witneſſe of the Spirit : theſe 


Heh.12.24 are the ſpeaktngs of Chriſis blood tn the ſoulez and the ſprink. 
* lingof theheart from an evill con/cience, Heb.10.2 2: 

2. This doth eſtabliſh her alſo againſt Satan and his _ 
temptztions; for inthis appearance of God in Chriſt 
to her, ſhe doth not onely 1a the leiter, and in the no- 
tion, buttruly and really in the Spirit behdld her ſelfe a 
conquerour over Satan; yeatrampling him under her 

. feet, Yea ſhe beholds herſclfe ſoembracedin the arms 


of mercy, {o infolded in the boſome of Love and Grace, 


ſo 
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| ſoſctled upon the Rock of eternity, that Prencipalirees 
i and Pawers, the gates of Hell ſhall never bee able to pull 
her away, or to preverle agatnſt ber. Paulſecing this in 
that Rom. 8, makes his Challenge againſtall enemies, 
who ſhall ever ſeparate us from the love of Gud which xs in 
Fejws Chrift ? So that though Satan caſts his fiery dadts, 
and follawes her with his tempcati'>ns, yet upon this ac- 
count ſhe 15fully eſtabliſhed and ar peace, 
3+ This appearance of God in Chriſt doth eſtabliſh 
her alſo againſt the Law : For why? She now ſeeth her- 
ſelfe tranflated out of that old eſtate over which the law 
had dowinton. Ve know the law it was made with the 
firſt dam, and whiles we grow upon him as our root, 
while we continue in union avd marriage with the 0/4 
Men, andthe fleſh, we are under the law ; bur now in 
thisappearance, the ſoule feeth her ſelfe married to a 
new Hwbaxd, the old Man being crucified, and the old 
match diſſolved upon the Croſte of Chriſt, and now ſhe 
is no longer under the law of her formerhusband, as the 
Apoſtle doth c'early ſpeak this, Rom. 7.5,2,3. He firſt 
doth lay down the metaphor of the womas being under 
the kw of her husband while her husband liverh,2nd her 
freedome from that law when her husband is dead ; and 
then applics it, V. 4. Wherefore my brethren, ye alſo are be- 
come dead to the Law by the body of Chri/t, tvar yee ſhould be 
married to anotner, even-tohim who ts ratſed from the dead. 
Upon the Crofle of Chriſt the old man, the firft huf. 
band to us all, was crucified, that we might be no longer 
under the law to him, but be free to marry to, and come 
underthe law of another husband, even b1m w 05 raiſed 
from the dead. 
Nowfn this divine appearance of God in Chriſt, the 
ſoule doth-indeed fee this myſtery, and fois eftzbliſhed 
D 2 againſt 
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againſt the law ; fo chat now this iaw of Chriſt, which is 
the law of love, and the Spirit prevailing, it ſwallowes- 
upall other lawes into it ſelfe, and the whole man is un. 
der the command of it. 

in this appearance of God in Chriſt, the ſoule is alſo 
eſtzbliſhed againſt the feare of death : for hereby ſhee 
beholds the ſting of death removed, and her felfe made 
one with the Fountazn of life, and by death to be brought 
intothe moſt intimate conjun&ion with it. 

5. In this appearance is the ſoule eſtabliſhed alſo a- 
gainſt the world. And firſt againſtthe frownes of it : 
hereby ſhe beholds God himſelfe become her buckler 
and ſhicld,hiding her in his pavsl{ron,taking her into the 
ſecret of bis tabernacle, and ſtanding on her fide, and 
therefore feares not the frownes and threats of the 
world. This did ſo confirm Davzad, that hee ſaith, Hrs 
heart ſhould nt feare, even though an hoſt encamped againſs 
him. Though they may touch his outward man, yet that 
_ is moi properly himſelfe, as a Saint, they cannot: 
reach. 

As Philo reports of Anaxarchw, that being brought 
under tortutes toconfeſle a ſecret, he ſpake thus, You 
may bear the s&:x and cas& of Anaxarchw, but you can- 
not touch eAzaxarchw himielfe. A Chriſtian ſeeth his 
treaſure, his portion, his life, his heaven, his all ſo ſecu- 
red in God,ſo ſet out of the reach of the world, as that 
he is not ſhaken, when the world is powring out floods 
of wrath and violence againſt him. 

Hereby is the ſoule eſtabliſhed alſoagainſt the ſmiles 
of the world,this caſts a dark vaile upon all earthly glo- 
ry, that we may ſay of it as the Apoſtle of the admini. 
ſtration ofthe Law, 2 Cor. 3.10. That it bad no Flory, by 
reaſon of the glory which excelleth, Asby the ſhining of the 
orea- 


oe. iy 


CONT 


Honorable Hou (7 of | Fu ommons., 


9 


greater light of the Sunne, all other light is contracted 
| and retires into that body wherein it is placed: ſodoth 

the appearance of this higher glory in Chriſt, {ſhrinke 
up, contra, and even annihilate all other beſide it ſelf; 
that now the great things of the world appeare as ſmall 
things; the pretious things of the world, as meanand 
worthleſſe, the high things of the world are now degra- 
ded and come down from that height wherein they 
ſtood before, and are brought to lie under the feet of a 
S1int : ſothat now the ſoule truly and ſtrongly purſues 
after God, his glory in Chriſt having caught her up into 
ſuch a bleſſed captivity to it ſelfe , as thar the giiftering 
beauties of the world doe no whit divert or retard her in 
her purſuit after it, and ſhe remaines unſhaken z yea, e- 
ven invincible, by reaſon of her «mmzixt and immutable 
loveof this divine beauty, 4nd ber full propenſion to that 
which ts truly deſirableas D 1onyſius the Areopagite divinely 
ſpeakes, Yea, ſhebeholds all that finite, particular, de- 
ceived good in the creature, to be but a low communion 
of the infinite, originall, and univerſal! good that is in 
God, and theretore is not called of by the ftream from 
the fountain, by the particular from the univerſall, by 
the finite from the infinite. Moſes was not tempted b 
the glory of Pharaobs Court, ſeeing vim: that is invuifible, 
andbawesng reſpe8 to the recompence of reward. And the 
Lord Jeſus having his eye ſtill fixed-upon the beauties 
and glory of the Godhead, did'by this overcome the 


remptation of Satan,and the allurements of thel world. 


And according to that degree that any Chriſtian is 


brought up to this ſight of God in Chriſt, doth he thus: 
remaine ftedfaſt, both againſt the frownes and flatteries: 


of theworld. 


6, By this appearance of Godin Chriſt is the ſoule* 


eſtabliſht 


D:ony/. Arco- 
pag.de (eleſt. 
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.. within to confute Errors by; He is able experimentally 


eftabliſht alſo againſt the darkneſſe of divine diſpenfatt” 
onsz by this ſhe comes to ſce that this infinite love 1n 
Godto heris nor, cannot be founded upon any thing tn 
her ſelz,for ſhe beholds nothing bur vileneſfe and emp- 
tineſſe in her ſelfe, but upon the unchangable righteouſ- 
neſle, the infinite and invalluable merit of the Lord Je- 
ſus; and th+:refore how ever the difpenſations of God to 
herare changed, and ſhe findes her felfe changed, yet by 
this ſhe is eſtabliſhed, kept from-finking , becauſe the 
foundationof love is ſtill the ſame, and how ever the face 
of God ſpeakes wrath and diſpleafure,yet the myſtery,the 
deſfigne of God in Chriſt ſpeakes unchangable Jove; yea 
ſhe can by faith behold herſelfe enjoying a fulnefſe of 
love, joy, and glory in Chrift, while ſhe can behold and 
teele vone of theſe in her ſclfe, 

Vpon this accountalſo is ſhe eſtabliſhed under all the 
ſtrange as of providence to the Church abroad, ſeeing 
his love toher ſetled upon ſuch imiitable grqunds, that 
he cannot caſt her off, andthat this love {fill followes 
her in every conditicn, and will certainly worke her out 
of all her wants, darkneſs, diftreſſes, conflias, into per- 
ie fulneſſe, perfe& light, ſalvation and victory. 

7. Laſtly, by this appearance is the ſoule eſtabliſhed, 
againſt ftr ange aoFr;nes, for by it ſhe comes to ſee trurhs, 
eſpecially fandamentall, as it is in Jeſs, thee comes to 
taſte its {weetneſle, to ſee its beautie, and ro be convin- 
ced of its authentickneſſe by the demonſtration of di- 
vine light; and therefore will hold-ir as 11valuable trea- 
ſure againſt the gates of hell. As that Martyr ſpake, I 
cannot diſpute for my religion, but I can dis tor my rel1- 
giQn.; Such a Chriſtian is able to ferch Arguments not 
alone from the Letter without , but from che Spirit 


lo 
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to aſſert ſuch truths as theſe, That we are juſtifiea by grace 
alone; Trat there is no power tn man to good ſupernatural, 
That the grace of God works irreſift ably, That the union 6t- 
tween (hrift and the ſoule is tuſeperable; And that a full 
aſſurance of eternal life is attainable. Theſe and many 
ſuch like can the ſoule pur her ſcale to, and therefore 
holds them faſt; So that holineſſe and communion with 
God are better (upportes of Truth in the world, than 
any Coerc ive decrees, Or wrangling diſputes, and reafon- 
10gs. 

The Letter of truth may delight the fancy, but it is 
the Spiritthat makes it reliſh inthe ſoule; the ointment 
doth not ſmel til the box is Opened, nor the Jewel ſhine 
whiles it lies in the Cabinet; Truth muſt be unvailed in 
7 - Wii ligbrt before the ſoule can prize ir, or hold it 
falt. 


—— 
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Thus have we ſpoken tothe firſt AR. 

2+ The Second is an a& of mortification, the fleſh in 
a Chriſtian: is the fountaine of all unttedfatneſle; the 
more this ts crucified the more is he eſtabliſhed and at 
peace; The Spirit would alwayes lie and live inthe bo. , _ 
ſome of God, the onely Centre of true reſt, di4 not the an ea 
fleſh call it off and ſo diſquiet its now God is daily 66 commtny 
bringing the ſoul into this ſtedfaſt frame, by crucifying 72 4/274onk 
it to the fleth, and ouhering it up into his Owne un- Pray, cats... 
changable life and Spirit; And therefore My/tirall D z. 91% mortifica- 


\ . - ""INEANA . £1, 1:0nih1s &« ab- 
Vines * to bring vp the ſoul to that Derforme Rare which 7,15 bo. 


they ſpeake of, which is rhe perf2& conjunRion of the mizes Spiritu- 
ſoule with God, and the enjoyment of an eternall Sh. 4 Fins by- 
bath in him, they firſt preſcribe a daily mortification, —— 
for the ſoule cannotenjoy this peacefull conjunRion 727: lagoge 
with God, tillthe unquiet principle of the fleſh is cru- F294 
cified in her. | | 
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And ſhe eſpecially is crucified to theſe three things 
which are cauſes of much unſtedfaſtnefſe, A ſenſu. 

all life, Private ends, P roper wlll. 
rt. A ſenſual life,in this life is the ſoule hurried up and 
downe, changing according to the ſeverall changes and 
motions of times and'things about her; as they riſe and 
fall, ebb or flow ſo doth the ſoulez o&what Complexton 
theworld is and outward adminiſtrations, of the ſame is 
the ſoule alſo : as the fiſh Pohpas that Plizy mentions 
that alwayes is of the ſame colour with the Rock by 

which ſhe lies. | 

Now God comes and crucihes her to this life,drawes 
her out of this /ower reg:ox where ſhe is alwayes reſtleſſe, 


— A —  — — 
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into an «pper 7egton, to live upon things inviſtbie, un- | 


.Changable,and eternal, even his owne truth, power, wiſ- 

dom, goodneſle, yea himſelf, and now ſhe is upon a firm 

* Bas, a rockethat moyes not. Yea he brings her to 

The Hebrew live, not alone above humane ſenſe, but even above di- 


word *J IN yine ſenſe, not upon influences from God , but upon 


Ren nes God himfelſe, that ſhe might be more fully eſtabliſhed, 
from FI, 2, Private ends, making himſelfe to be her end,whiles 


- ——_ a man is carrying on ſelf-ends, his motion muſt needes 


be crooked, and irregular, and the ſpirit muſt needs be 
diſtraged , moving as it were to ſeverall Centres, like a 
needle betwixt two Loadſtones, that is drawne by both, 
is quivering in the middle, and moves to neither; Now 
God crucifies it totheſe ſelfe ends, making himſelf that 
ultimate end to which it ſingly moves ; ſubordinatin 
all other ends to himſelfe, and fo doth eſtabliſh and ſet- 
tle it. 

3. Her own Will; this isa root of birterncfle in the 
ſoule,that takes away the ſweetnefle of her ref in God. 
Thisis that Caſtle which every man by nature keeps 
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voluntas + 


: elnature, Ofc. 
ty, and upen this account, becauſe be eſteemes it to be tbe law of Senen. de win 


us,and fo the ſoule is compoſd and quier in all the vari- ;,z,, —_— 
ous diſpenſations of Providence to her. ac volyntate. 


The third is from the end of the Goſpel. 
From our own advantage whiles rhe Soule ſtands tat Reaſon 1 
upon her foundation, the is in the F 
Safeſt 
Fulleſt 
Strongeſt 
Freeſt 


fate, 


garriſon'd againſt heaven, and by it maintains a deadly c*/*: proprig 
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I. Safeſt : Never doth the catch hurt pur by declining 
and moving from her (extre; while ſhe abides here, the 
wicked one Joth not touch her, the world doth neither 
affright nor allure her : But departing hence, ſhe is as 
a Birs from her Neſt,as a Coney from her Borough, as a 
Man-ſlayer from the Citie of Kefuge z every fin maſters 
her,every temptation enſnares and conquers her, 

The Name of the Lord is a ftrong tower, the righteous run» 
aeth intot andis ſafe :or, ts ſet aloft, as the word carries 
it when the ſoule is Csſftled and Towered in this Name, 
then is ſhe above the reach of every enemy. 

Antichriſt is the cild of Apoſtaſie : he ſprung out of 
the corruption of the Church, and her reſtoring will be 
his ruine. 

2. Fulleft : The ſoul living upon her foundation, is 
daily fed with the $trengtb,Yigor, and Vertue ofthe foun- 
dation, and is paſſing and transforming intothe nature 
of it, 1 Pet.2.4,5- 70 whom commtng 45 toa living ſtone, 


OO ETEEIE—_— —— ——_—_—_— _—_— —— ——— 


; you alſo as lively ſtones are built up, &c. The ſtones being 


laid upon this foundation , are quickned by it into the 
ſame life, 
This truth under another metaphor we read Fobx 15. 
5. Hethat abIdeth in me, aud 1 tn bim, the ſame bringeth 
forth much fruit , for witnout me you can dee nothing, This 
abiding I conceive ſpeakes out more then #nzox with 
Chriſt by habituall faith, 2:/z. a continuall a& of faith, 
whereby the ſoul keeps c/oſe to him,and lives uponhim ; 
& by this means receives ſuch daily ſupplies of ſpiritual 
ſap,as makes her toabound with fruit, Living befiaes 
the foundation is the reafon that Chriſtians for the moſ 
part live at ſo low a rate, they live upon Creatures, npon 
their own duties, graces, enjoyments, and therefore are no 


tuller of peace, ſtrength, and joy. 
| 3. The 
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3. The ſtrongeſt Kate; now is the ſoule able ro en- 
couvter ber greateſt enemies, now doth ſhee ftand 
toutly againſt the fierceſt aſſaults, they are bur like 4r- 
rowes againft a wall of <Marblethat make no impreſſion, 
but 2re beat back with violence. As Darkreſſe can make 
no refiltance to Leght, but ſcatters and flies before it,ſo ,,, 
whiles a Saint.walkes in the light, and is dreſt up in his or- _ La 
mour of light, his enemies being all aarkneſſe, vaniſh be- 
fore him, end-are overcome by him, Sampſor while: hee 
| kept his haire, the token of his Nazariteſh:ip, hee was 
ſtrong ard invincible, when he loſtthis, was conquered 
preſently. 

Every Chriſtian is under the vow of ſpirituall Naza. . 
riteſhzp, that 1s, is one ſeparate to God, as thewcrd im- — 
ports ; whiles he keeps this vow, lives as one ſeparate to 513 that fy» 
God, our of the fleſh and the world, upon himſelfe the "= 2+ 
true foundation, he is a Gy@nt in ſpirituall ſtrength,-and 
alwayes conquering - but when he ſeparates from God, 
breaks his vow, lives not according to the laws of his 
Nazariteſhip, bur of his own fleſh and the world, now is 
his ftrength departed, and he is even as weak as another 
man. VW hat a building is removed from the foundati- 
on, what a tree is without its root, thatis a Chriſtian 
when heis departed from God. . 

4+: The freeſt ſtate: every degree that we move from 
the foundarion,we move into captivity, and rhraldome. 

there the gperit of the Lord ts, there is liberty, and when 2 Cor.z. 17. 
we live in this Sptrit,which is toabide upon our foundz- . . © 
tion, thenare we free men and women. > __—_—_ 

The Heathens accounted onely vertuous men free e& #« /ps 
men, that had their luſts and paſsrons under command: _ 8 owe- 
ſurely if rhis be liberty, as indeed itis, he that lives moſt li0.98 =_ 4 
direQly upon his ——_s, lives in greateſt conqueſt prom uber. 
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over his lufts, and ſo moſt at liberty. 

The ſecond place of reaſon is from the Honour of 
Chriſt; we cait a.deep ſta! upon his glory when wee 
ſtand not fa(t. 

1. Wediſhonour him in his Sufferirgs, yea in all his 
great tranſergss for us inthe fleſh, when we ſtand not 
taft. He hath ſweat,” bled, died, roſe again, that he mighr 
bring us intoa ſtate of Congueſt over all ourenemiecs;and 
having conquered them for us, he calls us as Foſhua did 
the. men of /jrael in the type, to ſet our feet wpon their 
aecks, and triumph over them : Now what diſhonour is 
this to Chriſt,if we (hal flie before theſe enemies tIrat he 


batithus conquered; You know of whom it was ſaid, 


that be krew how to conquer, but not bow to uſe his conqueſts, 
We improve not our victory aright,ifwe ſtand not faſt, 
it we keep not thoſe enemies. ſtill under us, that have 
been conquered for us. 

2. Wedithonour him in his Sp#rztzthat Sperit which 
was in Chriſt,and brought him off with cozqueſt in all his 
agonies, conflicts 2nd ſufferings, he hath given ro dwel 
in the heart of every Chriſtian that it might bring them 
up iatothe ſame victory. When therefore we-ſuffer our 
[elves to-be overcome,we grieve, we dtſhonour, that v*- 
Forious, that * princely Spirit which dwells within us ; 
doth not this ſpeak that there is more power in Satan tc 


51.p.12. 117 deſtroy,then in this Sperzt to ſave, that he that 15 112 14, 75 


leſſer then be that is tn the world. 

3- We diſhonour him in his 1ruth, how doth the Go 
ſpel\uffer when thoſethat profefle it ſtand nor faſt? how 
doe the enemies of the Goſpel triumph over the truth, 
Religion, Goſpel, all,when Chriſtians fall > Lefantius 
profeſſeth that he ſaw in Bithynia a chiefe Ruler boaſt- 
1ng, tanquam.barbarorum gentem aliquam ſubegiſſet, as if he 
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he had overcome ſomegreat Nation, when he had made 
omg | . L act lib.s. 
but one poore Chriſtian renounce his profeſſion, which | -, 
he had for two yeares ſtoutly maintained againſt all his | 
tormentours. And | remember it is an argument that | 
he much inſiſts upon,to prove the truth of the Chriſtian / 
religion by, v1z. the conſtancy and unmovablentſſeof C brt 
ſtians, Eadm ubtq, patientis, dem contemptus mortts,8C. 
4. Wediſhonor him in his alſufticency,as it he could 
nor prote& us 2gainlt all evil, and ſuppiy us with all 
good; as it we might finde ſome good in the cyeatare 
which 1s not in. himſclfe, for if that we finde all fulneſſe 
- here, why then doe we not ſledfaſtly abide in him. | 
From the end of the Goſpel, there are three things Rf4ſ0n3s 
that will muci eſtabliſh the heart, farth, hope, and joy; 
and the Goſpel is ſaid tobe written to worke all thele 
in us, Firft, joy, 4 Joh. r. 4. Theſe things we wyite untoyou vl. 
that your joy may be full. Secondly, farth, 1 Joh. 5. 13. 
The/e (hings we write that you may beltee 07 the name of the 
Son 0® God, Thirdly, hope, Rom.15.4. That we througb 
patience and tomport of the ſcriptures might have b:pe : But 
there arc eſpeciallythree things revealed inthe Goſgel 
which will eſtabliſh the ſoule. John 15. ute. 
I. In the Goſpel is revealed, our conqueſt in Chriſt 1 Cor.1s. pe- 
over all our exemves, and may not this be a Rrong bu. ol 
wark to eſtabliſh the ſoule againſt all their aſſaults, that 
ſhe hath ro doe with conquered enemies. By this the 
Roman Genyrall ſought to pat new courage into the 
hearts of bis Svuldiers, telling them, Cam 115 eft y9obrs ho- 
die pugnandum quos prior! beilo texrg mariq; Viciftuyou are 
to encounter with thoſe to day whom in a former battle you 
conquered both by Land and Sea, , 
2. In' the Goſpel is revealed that fweet feLowſhip wee x JJ: 1 ; 
have with the Father and the Son: And what will more tend 
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to e{tablith the ſoulc in all conditions than this,that ſhee 
1s made one with power, w:/dome, life, and barpineſſe it ſelf; 
and beholding the infinite God giving bimſelfto be her 
ſhictd, reward, and portion. As God to quiet the heart 
of Abrabam when he had lefr countrie, kinred, lands, all 
to follow him, tells him Ge-.: 5. te. / am thy ſhield, thy ex. 
cerdliug great rewara, Emprineſle is as fulneſſe, loffe as 
gaine, poverty as riches, deathas life, nothing as all 
things tothart ſoule that hath heard fuch language fro 
heaven. ; 

3. in the Goſpel is revealed, the hope of our cal- 
ing, that enberita»ce imortall, incorruptible, undefiled, re- * 
ſerved for 25 1n the beayens, 1 Pet. 1. 4.andthis being ſeen 
will carry oa the ſoule with ſtedfaſtneſſe, and invincible 
reſolutions to the poſſeſſion of it. | 

It was Canaanthat the Iſraelites had in their eye that 
encouraged them to walke through the midſt of the Sea, 
through a land of drought, of deſarts and pits, andthe 

ſhaddow of death. - The recompence of reward Moſes had 
' In his eye, which made him neither to decline by the 
flatteries of the (oxrt, nor the aflitions of the Church, 
The zncorruptible crowne was in theeye of Paul, which 
made him not to faint in his race,and to keep his body 
under, 44 #1: ſubjeH:0n, I (or. g.latter end, yea to glory in 
the croſſe of Feſws. Gal. 1. 4. The joy ſet before Chriſt made 
bim to endure the creſſe, aud to deſpiſe the ſhame, Heb.12.2. 
Thus you have an a@-:ount of the Reaſons. The main 
art of the Sermon is yet behinde which lies in the bring- 
ing of all theſe thruths home to our owne hearts,and that 
we now are addreſſing to in the ſtrength of Chriſt, . 


#ſe. 11 From what hath bin ſaid may nor every ſouthere pre- 


ſent weepe, mourne, and bleed afreſh before the Lord this 
day. Could I have infiſted upon any Pozrt that ſpeakes 
| | out 
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out ſo much to our ſhame and debaſement,that may lay 
us lower in the duſt than this lam now upon; who is 
there that may notrake up a ſad lamentation over the 
znſtabili:y of his owne heart ? and its curſed declinings 
from the true foundation every day. When men take 
an account of their ſtature in Chriftianiry by the per- 
formance of ſome externall duties, and the avoiding of 
grofle and ſcandalous fins,by the goodlrxeſſeof their pro- 
fion, &c. They are ready to ſay as the young man in 
the Goſpel, Iaiter what lack I yet, But ifthey lay them- 
ſelves in this Bailaxce, meaſure themſelves by this rue, 
try themſelves by this rouchſtone, Oh, how exceeding 
light, ſhort, and corrupt will they be found. 

This is that which God fo ſadly complaines of in his 
owne people, Pſal. 78.7,8. They are a rebelious generatt- 
on, 4 generation that ſet not their hearts aright , and whoſe 
ſparet was not ftedfaſt with God, And ver, 37. Ther heart 
was not right with him, neither were they ftedfaſt in his cove» 
nant; And ver. 4 1. They turned backe and tempted God, fc. 
#nſtedfaſtneſſe is the retreat of the ſoule from her true 
foundation, playing faft and /ooje with God, 

And may notweall joyne in with God in theſe com- 
plaints over our own hearts; and cry out with the Pro- 
phet P ſal tg. 12. YYhocan underftani bis errors ? we may 
as eaſily know the way of an Eg/e en the arre, the various 
windings and turnings of s Serpent upon 4 Rorkez the mo- 
tion of a Shzp upoa the wide Sea, as to track and finde 
out the way of this adulterous noman, THE FLESH, 
in all her ſecret and whoriſh departings from God; It 
is a thing to wonderfull for us. 

Therefore the Prophet Jeremiah looking into the 
heart of man concludes, that of all deceittall things ir is 
moſt deceitfull ; and ſodeccitfull as nonz can know it 
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but infinite wiſdom,God himſelf, Fer.17.9.the words there 
25>" 2Py in the Hebrew run thus, 7 he beart is a ſupplanter above all 
&1N) 72D things, and ſick; This is che great ſickneſſe and diſtemper, 
that it labours under, that it is ſo full of unquietneſſe, 
tumbling and toffing up and down; running trom crea- 
rure to creature, and no where can finde reft, becauſe it 
ſcekes it not in God. Oh that we had eyes to ſee this fick- 
nefle, and he2rtsto weepe ov-r this wounde that is 
yetunhealed, & bleeding treſi in our ſoules tothis day, 
Oh how exccediag apt are we to beaffrighted,or allured 
from God, and our worke and duty z What by carnall 
feares, what by carnall hopes, 1 teare the belt of us live but 
little upon the true foundation, although God hath 
given us in all the helps toeſtabliſh us, hath yeelded him- 
ſelfe to the greatcli advantage of our faith; hath bound 
himſelf tous, and us to himſelf in all the bonds and ob- 
ligations as may be,yet theſe treacherous hearts of ours 
doe breake all bands aſunder, caſt away all cords from them, 
Philoa learned man among the Jewes ſpeakes thus, /f thou 
" ne oh wilt ſearch tnto the bottome of thine beart, and not ſuperfici- 
BW rack wang ally, thou ſhalt finde it an bard matter to beleeve,and reſt ted. 
3: 478k hee yinns, faſtly on God, and he gives this reaſon, * becauſe of that 
þ _ Philo =ub" affinity and kinred, and connaturalneſſe that is betwixt tu 
_—_— and mortall things; which are apt to draw us to truſt in 
heres fr. them, and therefore to truſt 1n God alone (he faith) 
Js ny Ts ®- ;1 ts the worke of a great and heavenly ſpirit. The beſt of us 
tv oz; Yer e- — 

2-15 x Gauu- have as well fleſh as ſpirit,and fo far as we are fleſh there 
='s Jevdies js great {uitablenes betwixt us and rheſeearthly things; 
#pri51.bid. nd therefore they have ſuch an atra7rwe force in them 
to draw us from our ſtanding, and repoſe in God 

alone. 
And yet; alaſſe Sirs, doe we know what we doe when 
we thus backſlide from God, and imbrace the creature ? 
doe 
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doe not we goe, from ſtrength to weakneſſe, from light 1® 
aarkneſſe, from futneſſe to amptineſſe, from truth to lies, from 
all things toa meere nothing And can wee looke upon 
this with dry eyes, unbroken hearts, and faces not cove. 
* red with ſhame ? Ohletitbe your work this day to ſee 
this and lament it, and I ſhall freely beare you company, 
(as I bavecaufe) in it. _ 

And (&ight Hoxerable) let me deſire you alſo to deale 
uprightly wirh your ſelves, 2nd ingenuouſly ſearch into 
your own hearts, and fee whether yon may not have 
cauſe ro joyn in with us in che ſame work alſo. 

| confeſſe you have been put upon as great trials as e- 
ver any Parl:ament, or ſuch a Society of men was, ſome- 
timesGod hath raifed you upintoa very kigh eſtare;and 
that eft@te was not withour irs tentations,and ſometimes 

have bin thrown down again as low, and that eftate 
bath had irs rentations alſo.Somerimes the whole King. 
dom hath ſeem'd to be with you, or under you : ſome- 
times 2s'wholy againſt you; Now amidſt all theſe tum- 
blings of the Kingdom, theſe different complexions of 
the times, have you bin ftedfaft, ſtill rhe fame; kepr your 
ſelves cloſe to the true principles upnn which you and 
the wel-affe&ted in this Kingdom firſt engaged in this 
Caufe? Though the people, mobile vagus, have in them- 
ſelves bia inconſtant , ſometimes for you; ſometimes 
againſt you, yet havethey til had a fixed fation in you; 
that you have bin 0 whit diverred, or diſcouraged in 
your indeavours to ſave them, whilt th:y have bin ſeek- 
19g to deſtroy you and themſelves alſo. 

And give me leave (Sirs) in all humility, and yet with 
all freedom as a Meſſenger from Gd to propound 
theſe few fweres to you, which [ defire youto make a 
faithful Anſwer of, to that God thatknowes you, and is 
within you. F All 
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All inſtability is either in the &ye, inthe Heart, in the 
Tongue,or inthe Hand, And have you been unſtable, 
unſedfaſt in none of theſe ? 

| 1, Haveyou been ſtedfaſt in your Eye, or Ezxds, that 
from the very fir day of your ſitting, your eyc hath 
been ſtill fixtupon the ſame commonend, the glory of 
God, & the publick advantage:thart as in the uiding of a 
Ship upon the Sea,at the ſametime'we mey ſee manu ad 
ClaVum, oculos ad ce lam, hands guiding the Rudder,8& eyes 
fixt upon the heavens; ſo while your hands have been 
upon rhe Rudder, ſteering the torn Ship of this Com- 
mon-wealth upon a. raging Sea ,\ have you had your 
eyes fixt upon an heavenly.end ? Or have they not ſome- 
times at leaſt, been looking. 4-{quint, and rolling a- 
fide to ſome private end and intereſt of your own? 

2. Have you been ſtedfaſt in your Hearts, or affe- 
ion ?* Have they been firm,and born up ſoutly againſt 
all oppoſition, and diſcouragemenrs that you have met 
with 1n that great worke which hath been under your 
hands ? Or have you not been clofing, at leaſt ſome of 
you,with #zdire# meares for your own ſecucity, in- caſe 
the Cauſe ſhould mifcarrye 
3+ Haveyoubecen ſtedfaſt in your Tongue, or Lan- 
ouage ? I mean in your debates and votes, that ſtill in 
all rhe changes of the times they have favoured of as 
much zcale, juſtice, reſolution, as ever ? Or elſe have 
they not a/teredin the nature ofthem, according to the 
preſent emergency of things abroad; orthe inſtigation of 
{ome privatecnd, or party at home ? 

4. Have you been ftedfaft in your hand, or aRions ? 

have you not been drawn toaR ſom«thing our of fear 
or favour, which hath not born proportionto ſome for- 
mer proceedings # ; 
| | | Have 
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Have nor popular Arguments, as the pleaſing or diſ- 
pleaſing the people, beenuſed or eatertained by you, 
or ſome of you, to decline former Concluſions, and 
thoſe ſetled upon good Foundations of Religion and 
Juſtice ? Not but that upon the Emergencie of things 
unſeene, there may and ought to beeachange in mens 
ations-and reſolurions, when we change that wee may 
ſtil} be in the wayes of righteouſnefſe, but to alterupon 
carnall grounds, is unworthy a man,much more a Chri- 
ſtian, much more ſuch a ſociety of Chriſtians mer upon 
2ffaires of ſo great importance and influence. 

If you, orany of you, can in theſe things acquit your 
ſelves, you have great cauſe to bleſſe God that hath thus 
eſtabliſht you : if nor, let it open a Fountain of feares 
and ſorrowes in your hearts in this jday. 


The next uſe, which is the main, is to invite and en- x fe 2, 


courage you to ſtand faſt. And O that ] might be made 
inftrumentall ro ſtrengthen your hands in that great 
work that is before you. 

And ( Honored Patriots) give me leave firſt to addreſſe 
my ſelfe to youas CHRISTIANS, and fo [ ſhall ſpeake 
to my ſelfe and the whole Crnngregation : and then as 
youarethe TRUSTEES ofthe Kingdome. 

1. As Chriſtians, ſo you are both wayfaring and war- 
farting men: O let nothing beeable to divert you in the 
race you are running,or todiſmay you in the battels yon 
are fighting. Whatever it is that ſeeks todaaw you off 
from the true foundation, ſayro it as Chriſt to Peter, 
Get thee behtnde me Satan, yea fight agiinſt it as the ene- 
my of your ſafety, liberrcy, firengrh ar.d fulncſſe. Yea, 
ſay to itas Peter to his Saviour , Whither ſhould we goe , 
haſt not thou the beyes of eternal: life 2 Is there any crea- 
ture can open me thedoore to enter into life and true 
peace ? Is there any foundation that can beare the 

\ F 2 | weight 
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weight of my immortallſonle,bur God alone ? Is there 
any good but the enjoyment of God, That can run paral- 
lel withthe line of cterniry > Or hath my God been a 
barren Heath, or dry Wildernefſe to me, that I ſhould 
diſtruſt him, or depart from him # 

Itis.lc{t in Story concerning Catilines Army in a fight 
againſt the Romas,though moſt of his meu were flain,yert 
every man was founp dead in the place where the Cap- 

S.luſt. . tainſert him: Sobeloved, let nothing affrightus from 
our ſtanding ; but if we die, let us die upon our Rock, in 

the aRuall embraces of Jeſus. And ifany of us have a- 
dujterouſly departed from God, let us now come back, 

and ſ:y,1 willreturne to my former huband, for then it was | 

, Letter with me, then now, Hoſea 2.7. 4 
The Scriptures doe much preſſe this every where | 

ixtuf:1G in; Luke g. 62. No man laying bis band te the P low and leoketb | 
back, wsfit for the kingdome of Heaven, is not a man well 
conſtituted for ſuch a kingdome. VWhen once we are en- 

tred the poſſeſſion of this kingdome, the glory and 

pleaſure of 4t. are fo to ingrofle the whole man, as that 

we muſtnever look back. And Let and his wife in their 
departure from 5odom,were commanded not to /ook back 

Chriſtianity is a daily departing cut of ſpi-ituall So- 

| dem, the Fleſb, the ſeat of all uncleanefle ; being departed 
from ir, let us never look back with lingring defires, to 
come again into acquaintance and fellowſhip with it. 
bur flye and eſcape from irt,as for our life; for who ever 
rr xard-. lives in it, wil' be deſtroyed with it. 

a6). , _ Sothe Apoſtle, Heb.r1. 38. 1f any man draw back, my 
Suldiers, - ſoule ſhall beve no pleaſur: in him: it is a qualifyed ex- 
whoſe revolt- preſſion, he meanes that ſuch perſons and practiſes are 

png or Ying abhorred and loathed by him. | 
Solemon gives this deſcription of a righteous man, 
Prov, 28.1. The righteo are as bold as a Lion, as a young 
Lyon 
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Lyon, who turxes not back for any, The primitive 2922 D 
Chriſtians would not yeeld ro eArriws in a Letrer 2 ire tee. 
We cannot be roo peremptory and rigid in ſuck ca- Claud. 
ſes as theſe. : | 

To theſe we might adde innumerable examples of 
Martyrs, in primitive and latter times, whole con- 
Rancy and reſolution againſt all tentations is incre- 
dible : Ecclefiafticall Stories will abundantly fur- 
niſh us wich,examples of this kinde. I ſhall mention 
onely one paſſage out of Lafartiws: Saith he, That I Noſtri autem 
may x9: ſpeat of men,our women and children berng ſcleng, 44 de viris ta- 
doe overcome th:tr tormentors, and the very fire cannot ſo ceam pueri 


Mmulicrcule 
much as extort @ fighfrom them, gortores ſuos 


Yea the very Heatheus conſtancie and firmneſſe #i vizcune, | 
was admirable, though it was but a guilded Vice, a rae = « | 
wilde Branch, not ſpringing from a divine root, #2 poref. 4 
When Alexanaey the great was in /z4iz, he met with La&lib.5. 

a Se of Philoſophers whom he defired to acquaint yy 
him with the yua_ Rarity of their Countrey, of ;rid: Thilo 
which hee might ioform the Greceans. They bid him #24. 24 om- 


report this, That there were there certain men who could "* 799 t- 


Seat ber. bigue 
never be forced to change their mind, oy to doe thoſe thi ngs Dn 194 


which they were unwilling t9. And whom ng Prince upox 


earth ſhould ever make to a# the teaft thing contrary to So —_ 
their op1240A. th. 


If this was the conſtancy of Heathens to fome 
flight Opinions and Principles growing upon the 
root of Nature, how much more ſhould Chrittians 
that are ſet upon an everis/ting Ryck, be firm to thoſe 
principles that they have received by ſupernaturall 
revelation and infuſion. 

And here (beloved)let me particularly intreat your . 
conſtancy tothat Casſe in which you are ingaged. If 
it be not gogd,whydid you at firſt ingage;it it be,why 
ſhould you ever deſert it. Did you owne it in the 
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midſt of difficulties and outward uncertainties, aad 


. will you now leave it when as God hath crowned it 


with ſuch admirable ſucceſſe and vitory. Be not like 
fooliſh.children, becauſe youhave not all you would 
have therefore to throw all away. And let not ſome 
miſcarriages in inftruments redound to the diſadvan- 
rage of thejcauſlc ir ſelte. 

But more particularly I defireto addrefie to you 
(honorable & beloved) as you arethe Truſtees of the 
kingdom.ln you (ee this} day the whole &:»g om be- 
fore me,& for your ſakes I have pitcht ups this Text 
& Theam, the ſum of all I have to ſayjto you, is this, 
Remember your truſt, & ſtand faſt : you have the liberties, 
wealth, ſafety,proſperity of this great people pur into 
your hands, bold them faft, they lie upon your ſhoul- 
ders,therefore ſtand firm, The Poets feigned that At- 
{as did bear up the heavens with his ſhoulders, 8 that 


when he ſirred,it cauſed an earthquake: under God 


you are to bear upthe pillars of this kingdom, & can 
you move, and give back, and not the kingdom ſhake, 
and in danger ot a ſad fall? 

What the Surne is in the Firmament , what the 
beart is in the body, that are you ( Sirs ) in this Nati- 
on : If the Surre ſhould goe back, would nor all men 
wonder ? And if the heart keepe not ſtedfaſt ro that 
place and funRion aſſign'd it in nature, would not 
the pillars of the body bow and tremble ? 

Solomon had two pillars in the porch of the Tem- 
ple ; the name of the one was Fachir, ſignitying bee 


\ will eftabliſh ; ofthe other Boaz, there is ſtrength in it. 


Yeeare as theſe pillars to this Common. wealth ; win 
to your ſelves the name of Boaz for your ſtrength 
and firmeneſſe, and of Fach7z by eſtabliſhing the true 
liberties and intereſts of this Nation, that your me- 
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mory may be renoned and precious in future Gene- 
rations, and both we and poſterity after us may call 
this the Parizamens which the Lord hath bleſſed. 

And particularly let mee be bold ro commend to 
you theſe foure particulars, wherein it will eſpecial- 
ly concerne you to ſhew your ſelyes ſtedfaſt : and re- 
ſolved by the affiſtance of that God who hath hiher- 
to beene with you, not to fit downe till they be ac- 
compliſbed. And what I (hall ſpeak is not my owne 
thoughts alone, but the deſire and expeQation of all 
your trueſt friends inthis Nation, 

rt. Inthe full vindication of our liberty from op- 

reſffion and tyranzy; this Kingdome as well as other 
ations about us have a long time groan'd for it: 
but it hath been curb'd and Rifled by Prerogattue and 
Arbitrary power : It hath been comming to the birth 
m former Parltaments, but had not ſtrength tocome 
forrh. Ohbe you the Mid-wives to ſhew it the light, 
and bring it forth in its full proportion. 

And 1 intreate your care and wiſdome in ſetling it 
upon ſome ſnre foundation. Y2rbal aſſurances are not 
foundations ſtrong enough for ſo precious & weigh- 
tya fabricke. I have read of Sy{la the Difator, ha- 
ving condemned to death all the Inhabirants of Pe- 
renzs, fave his Hoft, his Hoſt refuſed his pardon, ſay- 
ing , that he would not bold his life of the murtherer of ht; 
Countrey! Oh let us never hold our liberties, eſtates, 
lives of thoſe that would have deftroyed us. You can- 
not{Sirs)be too circumſpett in this point, eſpecially 
if you confider, what 2 precious jewell, whata com- 
prehenſive good the true Liverty of a people is; asal- 
fo when you have todeale with men whoſe principles 
are known to be againſt it, 

Itwas an ulſuall ſaying of Lyſazder, eAdmirall of 
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the Foxes thin is to be ſewed en, your enemies have not 
been able to overcome you as Lyons , take heed they 
doe not deceive you as Foxes. 

| have read of /phicrates an Athenian, in the ma. 
king of a league with the Laredemontans , interpoſed 
this, There is one thing (O Laredemontas) thar would 
linke us to you in the band of 4mzry, and be the occa- 
fion of peace and ſecurity ; which 1s, if that you can 
plainly demonſirate that you have put that power in. 
to our hands, as that would you never: ſo fatn hurt us, 
you ſhould not be able. 1 knowabſolute and infalli- 
ble ſecurity cannot be had of any outward enjoymers, 


yet God hath given you opportuxzty of doing much for | 


us this way if you improve it and ſtand faſt. This js 
the firſt. 

2. Shew yourrecfolution in the freeing of our Cox- 
ſciences from yokes & ſnares you know in the times 
of the Prelats this did moſt pinch and lay heavieſt up- 

n on the ſpirits of Saints,and who would not then have 
The Jeroſzs BIven the greateſt part'of his eſtate ro purchaſe but 
lemy Para- Part of that freedom we now enjoy. And this great 
phraſt expoi- priviledge (Right Honoreble) how ever ſome may un- 
 —--» dervalue it,, Gpd hathenabled you to beſtow upon 
the Monar- This nation, you have been as AYraham to drive away 
_ = - thoſe * ravens & uncleane fowles that did prey upon 
ide 4inſ- the Saints inthis kingdom, ſhew your ſelves (till re- 
worth in Gen. ſglyed to free us from theſe yoakes. It cannot bee be. 
"_—_— leevedthat ever you wil ſuffer that Precariral power to 

creep up 2gaine under any ſerAe or name whatſoever. 
Did you covenant againſt Name onely:, or was it the 
name that did opprefs and ryratzniz2?or wil the meer 


chaxgtngofour claim free us ? 


the Lacedemoniazs, that if the Lyons sktn would not ds, 
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I remember a'paſſuge ina #*lare Declaratioz, where * * Dectrari” 


ou ſpeak thus. *e through the mercie of G"d, have got 9 
farre out of the darkneſſe of Popiſh and Prelaticall princip ee, 
45 a0t to revive them under any image or ſhape whatſoever, 
And the Lord grant that that darknefſe never re- 
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- turnupon your ſpirits, or cloud the face of this Nation. March 13, 
And I am confident, that the prote&ion, freedome, and *$47- p2g.43- 


countenance which the people of God have had under 
you, above all Parliaments before you, is ore great-rea- 
{on of that bleſſed ſucceſle wherewith God hath cruwncd 
y-.ur endeavours, : 

. This js the mainend of all government higher and 
ſubordinate, to advance the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and prore& and cheriſh his people. And tow ever they 


are a poore deſpiſed people in the world, yer God up-- 


holds States and Monarchies, Common wealths and 
Kingdoms, yes the world it ſelf for their ſakes, And 
when once government kicks at theſe, it will be broken 
to pieces, though never ſo well compacted and found- 
ed. Thercfore (worthy Senators ) how ever times may 
alter, and things turn about, if you would eſtabliſh your 
ſelves and the Kingdom, ler theſe ftill be proteRed and 
cheriſhed under your wings. . 

3. Intheexecucion of Juſtice, fear not the power 
or greatneſſe of any ; A vertusrs man (as 2 wiſe Heathen 
ſaid) ought net to croufder any thing in bis att ions, but whe- 
ther it b: gord or evil, juſt or unjuſt, If it be juſt and 
good, God wiil carry you through it againſt all the 
world. The counſel! that Feboſapbat gives ro the Judges 
I ſhall give to you, 2 Ch-09.19. 6, 9- Take he:d what ye 
as, for 18 judgeno: for man, but for the Lord,who is with 
you 
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you in the judgement. Wherefore nw let the fear of 
the Lord be «porn you, take beed and do it, for there « 


no eniquitre with the Lord our God, nor reſpet of per= 
forr, aor tak ime f gifts. And in the 1:{t words ot the 


Chzpter, D-al couragionſly, and the Lerd ſhall be with the 
good. Remember that to juftifie the wicked, and condemne 
the juſt, both are an athomination unto the Lord, Doth 
innocent blood cry, and will you not hear ir what it 
ſpeaks, what ir demands, whom it accuſerh? 3lood can- 
nor be buried in a grave of O#liv107 , /or the Earth will 
aiſcleſe its Loon, ani no loager cover Hs ſlain. 

I remember what Jehoſhaphat complains of, 2 Chron, 
20- Ii. They ſpar-d rhe Ammenites in their march 
to Canaan, invaded not their Land, yet afterwards they 
cawe in bartell againft chem; Now O Lord ( faith he be- 
hold how they rewar us, tocome t8 caſt us out of thy pfſ[ſimn 
which thou baſft given ws to emberit. Tam ſure you have 
ezuſe to compl-in that you have been ll rewarded by 
ſome, for the tavour you have ſhewed them ; it hath 
not won them over ro you, bur erbeldexed hem againſt 
you ; and rendred your Aurhoriry more contemprible, 
Aud therefore did you onely move upc n principles of 
ju? policy, yeu cou)d nor wel! diſpenſe with juſtice; 
But ſurely you are In this cafe ro a& upon higher 


grounds; hath not your cauſe been ſftiled rhe Canſe of 


Ges, and your warres the warres of Chriſt 2gainft Anti- 


erift > For what ever po=*er ut 1s that doth prefſe the 
forms of godlinefle ro the deſtruftion of the pewrr, that 


tramples upon the Sat..ts of the moſt high, that inthe Teme 


E of God ſits 4/01 e Goa, and will make times and places 


oly, which God hath left common ; impcſe Laws to 
bunde 
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binde the Conſcience in matters of d1Uize worſhip, 
which Chriſt hath never inftituted , 1s certainly 4 
tichriftian; 2nd hath nor that power againſt which 
you irgaged teen of this nature? Now hear what the 


voice from heaven ſaith concerning Babylon when ſhe. 


is falling, Revel. 18.6. Reward her even as ſhe rewarded 
y0u, and doublets her double according to her works, And 
the third Angel having powred our his vial upon the 
rivers and fountains of waters, and they becoming bled, 
the Angel of the waters ſaith , Thow art righteoas, O 
Lord, which art, an4 wa*, and ſhalt be, becauſe thou haft 
judged thas.For they have ſhed the biood of Saints, and Pro. 
phetc, end thow haſt groen them Lord 8 drink : for they are 
worthy. You ſce what a foundation you have to build 
' the execution of juſtice upon to ſuperſede all objeRi- 
ons, and reſolve all ſcruples in it. 

4. Laftly, ſhew your reſolution in the propagation 
of the Goſpel, and promoting of Religion wirhin your 
ſpheare ; that it may hrvea free courſe in rhe Kingdom: 
Ler the faithfull Diſpenſers of ir be encouraged, and 
courtenanced by your Authority ; though all ſee not 
by the ſame light, and cannot a by the ſame rules: let 
men be own'd 2nd countenarced nor by their opinions, 
but by their piety and faithfelnes in the work of God: 
 ownirgthem upon orher grounds will be apt to make 

parties, and raife jealouſies among them. 

And certainly norhing will tend ſo much to the eſta- 
bliſhing of the Kingdom,ro the advancing of Reforma- 
ticn, to the ruine of Antichriſt, as the free progretſe of 
tie Goſpel. Thoſe ſeeds of Poperythar are yet in the 
hearcs of the greateſt part of the KingJom, will = 
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be roorcd up but by this means. Antichriſt bath a doye 
ble {word in his hand, temporall and ſpiricuall: his rem. 
porall Sword ſhall be beaten out of his bands by the 
temporall, and the ſpirituall by che ſpirituall, even the 
Word and Spirit. And was his ſpirituall power re- 
moved, his temporall would fall of i: felf- He firſt en- 
{laves the Co-ſc:ence, and then he picks mens purſes, and 
brings them under his powtr. | 
Whiles Epiſcopacy 15 received upon 2 Fus DiVinum, 
no wonder though it ftands firme; And that to med- 
dle with the Lands that bore it up in irs pomp and pride 
is the higheft ſacriledge, forſooth, and who ever toucht 
them, it would be as that Anrum Thols/anum,rtheir ruine 
and undoing. VVhiles wen are thus perſwaded, a 1d a- 
buſed, a Biſhops #:tle is the ſureft in the world : but let 
the Goſyel and truth take place in the hearts of men; 
and both the fabrick and the props will fall down toge- 
ther: L{michrifts kingdom 1s nothing but derkueſſe,and 
light defhroys it. We read, Revel. 14. 6. of 2n Angel 
ing m the midſt of heaven, having the everlafiing Goſpel 
to preach 40 the Earth : and then in 8. verſe, another An- 
gcl comes, ſaying, Batylin # fallen, is fallex. And Revd, 
x8. 1, 2. When theearth was lightnedwith the Angel: 
34/lzx fell. The ſpiricuall whore. doth drefle up her (elf 
ina falſe glory with ſcarlet , purple, gold, and precious 
fones, Revel. 17. 4. which is diſcovered and deſtroyed 
as the rrue glory breaks forth in the world. Thus you 
ſee your work is to ſtand faſt :ro move and encourage 
to it, let me propound theſe ſeveral! confiderztions, 
I Conſider how deeply God hath ingaged you to 
Rick faft to him , how wonderfully he bath gone _ 
wit 
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wi.h you in your Couulcls and Forces, and h:th done 
greater things by you, and for you, then any Parlia-* 


ment befor: you © your 4owe bath abode in ſlrengih,andGen 49. 24, 


your Arme hath been made ſtro:g by the Arme of the 
mighty God of Iacob. He hath given your Enemies 4s 


che d. ft :0 the ſword, 4d as the driven ſubtle to your 12.41.25 


Lowe. It ever atiy v:Gories had the Arme of the moſt 
high God ingraven vpon them then have yours: Can 
uz Sirs, look back and fee what difficulties God 
ath bought you chrough, what mountains. he hath 


led you over, and nor Cry our even with aftoniſh- !.® -; us 
ment, as Balawn in his parable, What hath God Numb.:3.2;; 


wrowgh:! Couid a man ever have thought to ſee 
the Hierarchy fil, and the Kingdome ſtand : to ſee 
that power that had ſo rwiſied ir felfe in the power 
of the- State ro be pull'd away, and yet a viſible 
pow:r of the Kingdome remaining , To fee a ponre 
deſpifed handfull of men, as the Saints were, to have 
their heads lifred up,and ro become a terr#%y to their 
numerous Enemies, as rhe /ews were in the dayes of 
Merdec at ; What had become of yon , and all thoſe 


that faitt;fully adhered to you, if God bad rot : 


wrought for you afrer an extraordinarie rate 3. had 
he ſuffered your enraged Enemies to prevail , could 
you have expeRed to be followed with Propeſitions 
to reftore you to Henur, Saferie and freedeme> Or 
cou'd you have compounded tor veur livesat a lower 
rate thin ſl very and, begge ry 2 Think upon this, and 
you m:y eafily ſee your ingagements to cleave cloſe 
to God, Magnus Animus magnam tortunams decet : An- 
fryer that higheſtate towhich God hath broughc you 
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by high reſolutions for him. 

2 Confider how you have ingaged your ſclves to 
God, by Proteftations, Covenant, aud ſuch Declara- 
2:075 as have revived the hearts ut your friends, and 
raiſed up their hopes of you toa great hetzhr, and 
made them ambitious who ſhuuld appear moſt emz. 
wextly for you in this cauſe. Never did Parliament 
before you pretend ſo much to God, and entitle him 
ſo immediately to the work before them as you have 
doAe.. | 


Necbem. 6.11,  Nowas Wehemiah ſaid, Sball ſuch a man as 1 flee 


A man that heve made the Lord my confide'ice, and 
am ſet apart for his immediate ſervice 2 So ſhall 
ſuch a Parliament as you ever flee,or faint, that have 
thus bound your ſelves to God; and profeſt your re- 
lyance upon himſelf in the managing of the work in 
hand; And have more ſolemnly upon all emergent 
difficulties ſet your ſ:1ves to ſeek Gnd; then any for= 
mer Parijament; ſh4l ſich a Parliament as thi: ever 
give back, faint, or flee? . : 


3. Confidet the »*c-ſſi'y of your handing faftz A 


whole Kirgdome, that I !ay not three Kingdomes, 
depend upon yorr integritie and ſtabilitie in the 
mannagirg of thoſe zF:irs bef re you. The heathen 


Emperony laid, 5: vio/araum eſt jus Regni gratiat 18- 


lanawm et, \ hen a Kingdoni lay ar ſtakeyhe thought 


..heceffirie migh- ſoperiede Juſtice. Bur do you ſpeak 


and reſolve quire contra'y; if ever we ſhew our ſclves 
upright an! ft-d?.At, ler it be now when the neceFrie 
of a KirgJom calls for it : \What the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
in anocher caie io the Theſſalonians, x Theſ. . 8. 
Nygw 
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Now we. live if ye [tard faff : that I may ſay ro you, 
England 1s likely to live, if Englaids Parliament now 


ftand faſt. Shall a Nation be born at oace> (aich the Ifn663. 


Propher Iatah. And (hall a Nation be de t1oyed at 
obce ? In caſes of neceſſitie, men are more then menz 
Pymp:y che great being readieto take ſaile tor 1tely, 
to rc lieve them with proviſion in their famine, the 
Sea becanie very tempeltuous ; whereupon rhey dif. 
{waded him from 'adventuring : But ke anſwered, 
Come, hoyſe up ſaile, for 18 6 neceſſary that ] £0, wt neceſ.- 
ſarie that ! ſhould Irue. The preſervation of all 7:4/Þ 
depended upon his voyage, and therefore would not 
be diflwaded or diſcouraged. So (Honoured Sena- 
tours) whar ever ſtormes may :f{ault you while you 
| are ivgaging for the happineſſe and preſervation of 
the Nattw, remember the neceflitie of the work, 
the itrevg' b of your call, andrerreat not for them. 

4+ Conſilerrhe temper of the rimes upon which 
God hath caſt us, ſhaking and trying times: And un» 
lefſe men be firme and reſolved, they will ſcarſe be 
abie to ftand. Afalec, 3. 2. But who may abide the day 
of his coming , and who may land nhea he appeareth> 
When Chriit came in the fleſh, he came like a refi- 
pers fire, ard the drofhe hearts of men could not a- 
bide his preſence, or ſtand before him ; yee thoſe 
very men that praved and waited for his —_ 
' yer could gor ſtand before him , bur perſecured an 
crucified that very M- {-iah whom they ſ-ughr afrer; 
So wuch lefſe are men 2ble rn ftand before Chriſts 
coming inthe Spirit, when he ſhall come and dre 
aſunder the Nations, and the everlaſting mountains are 
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1Sam. 5.10, 


1 Sam- 6.20, 


ſe rattered, and the perpetuall hils ds by before is 1 ban 


he walks through the Sea with his horſes, through the heap 
of great waters, as Hebakuk, deſcribes it : When he 
comes in the whirlwinde, and horrible rempeſt, and 
darkneſſe i under bis feet, that we Cannor perceive his 
goings, then happie is he that is nor offeaded , that 
1s nr then readie to cruc fie rhar Jeſus, and fight 
againſt that kingdowe whoſe coming he betore 


ſought and prayed for. The Phil:tznes rejoyced 


that they had gor the Arke, but they were quickly 
weaTrie Of it when they were ſnote with Emmrod;, And 
the men of Ekron cried out when it came to them, 
They have brought the Ark of the God of iſrael to us to 


ſlay us. And ſo the menof Berhſhemeſh rejoyced to ſee 


the Ark, and offered ſa-rificeto welcnme ir, but when 
the Lord ſmore of them fiftre thouſana for lookin 

into it, then rhey cryed, w/ho can fend before this boly 
Lord God,and towkon ſhall be go up from us? So the If. 


| raelites ſighed under their bondage, cried tor dc liver- 


ance, but when ty ſaw the way they muft receive it 
in, they muſt march through 4 dry Deſert and howl- 
ing Wilderneſſe, this off:nded rhem, and made them 
look back to Egypt :. And hath it not been thus with 
this Ce-eration, many have cryed our for deliverance, 
have pretended much joy at the approaching of the 
Art, and ereQing of Chriſts Kingdome, bur ſeeing 
thar rhey Cannot enjov it withour ſhaking of the Na- 
8:9, withour ſome I1ofſe intheir eflares, and Trades, 
withour lying :owne ſome carnall intereſts , they 
have growne wearie of it; yea reſifted it with all 
their m1-liT. 

Ve 
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We have had 4poſtates of ſeverall editions, and I wiſh we 
have not yet more behind ; unlefſe men bethroughly prix- 
cipled, and divine affiftznce ſupport them, firtt or laſt they 
will be ready rofall. This is the manner of men, they will 
chalk out Chriſt his way, and preſcribe him the muhod 
and marzer Ot his Coming : and if he comes in a way they 
thought rot of, 2nd which their 7eaſo# cannot comprehend, 
then are they offended, and fall away. And ſo Hagg.2. 7. 
God ſpeaks thus, / w:# (hake all Nations, and the deſire of all 
N ations ſhall come, and 1 will fill this houſe with glory, Before 
Chriſts coming inthe fleſh, there were great ſba/ings of 
the Nat-045 from the time that Hagge? wrote this Prophe- 
cie to the coming of Chriſt, wh ch is computed to be oe _ 
about 5 oe. yeers, there were great wars and troubles inthe Hag.z.22. 
world, whereby the greateſt Kingdoms wereeither ſhaken 
or overthrown ; a4we might give you a particular account 
of, would we lead you along through the Hiſtory of choſe 
times. And ſo when he comes in his Spirit, to refine and 
parge his Church, to bring her up into a clearer light, and 

jeher life, he comes and ſhakes the earth , thoſe falle toun- 
dations, falſe contencments that men have reſted upon, and 
delighted in; yea he ſhakes Heaven alſo: that corruption 
that hath gotten into mens religion, worſhip, profefſion, 
he ſtrikes ar it, and ſhales rhem, that it may be removed. 
And whether thus God hath not been ſhaking heaven ard 
earth in or dayes, I leave it to your ſelves to judge. 

Ther« fore the remper of che times being fuch, it calls 
upon you to ſtand faſt. 

5- If youſtand not faft, you will loofe the things you 
have wrought; And things may gradu-lly run bick into 
their o!d4 channel, Oh, ok bick to thoſe twes of 61:04 that 
have becnſhed, thoſe m[iore of freaſ-re that have been ex» 
bauſted, thoſe {ad breaches that have been madc upon fa- 
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milics, Towns, Cities, Countics in this Kr7gaom,to bring 
us up to that degree of deliverance,at which we are arrived 
this day; and then go b»ck if you can. 

It is reported of Fudss Maccateu,when he wzs aſſaulted 
by a mighty Army, and having with him but an bandfull 
of men, he was 2dviſed to retire arid flic into che Temple; 
He anſwereJ, God forbid that the Sun ſbould ever ſee me tarn- 
fng my back, 1 had rather dye, then ſtain the glory 1 have mon 
by ſuch a ſhameful flight,” Oh let not the Sun ever behold 
ſuch a ſhemefift /peFacle as the declining of this Parliament; 
Or o ſtaining of your glory by the leaft defetion of your 
rrutts : 

6. While you ſtand faſt God is with you ; The eyes of the 
Lord run to and fro through the whole Earth to ſhew himſelf 
PInnnA Pighty, or to ftirengthen himſelf, or ftrongly to bold with all thoſe 
whoſe hearts are perfeft towards him. 1 Chron. 16.9. While 
your heart's are petfe&, and depart not from him, you have 
an 4/mighty God that holds ſtrongly with you. | 
God is pulling down the porer of this world, that hath 
lifred ir ſelf up 2gainſt him, his truth and ſervants; and will 
reckon with all the Prizes and Nations of the Earth that 
have dezlt injuriovſly with them ,as he dealt wich the ſcve- 
rall Enemies of his people of old : when he had pertormed 
* his whole work up-n mount Sron and Feruſalem, then a cup 
of wrath was put into the hand of their Enemies, and it 
went round from Babylen to Aſſyria, to Egypt, to Moab, to 
Damiſcus, &c. And ſo wh:n God hath performed his ins 
tended work upon the hearts of hi> people, then wo to their 
Enemies rhovgh never ſo m:ghty ; wo tro them when God 
c« mes to plead ihe cauſe, and avenge the quarrell of his 
Saints. | 
Now thoſe that ftrek fa? to Gol in this work ſhall have 
God with chem, and nothing ſhall and before them ; for 
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he will work, and who ſhall let it, or turn it tack. Andthis is 
the oncly way to make you grow great and ltrong. As Da- 
via, i Chron. 11+ 9. waxed greater and greatcy, for the Lord 
14 with him : And ihe Arn:4es that follow the La1b when 


ke 1s gong forth in righteouſneſle (Oo judge and make. war 


are cloathe4 1 whe: as an emblem of their innocency, ey 19.14 


righrequlneſlc, and vitory. | 
Thus follow the Lamb whither ever he leads you ; and 
then you ſhall have r:/ghteouſueſſe and vitory on your fide 
continually: yea to adde to this, as you ſhall have God with 
you, ſo you ſhall have it not the woſt yer the beſt of the peo» 
ple with you, and [ h»pe drawing into better #a/os then of 
late. And ir is no ſmall advantage to have ateleeving.pray- 
izg people on your fide Ir is by their prayers: thar you 
have prevailed, and your Enemies fallen. /ſ2. 43+ 14. God 
tels his people, For your ſakes I have ſent to Babylon, and 


brought down thery Priwces. And though Facob be 4 worm; 1(a.41.15, \ ' [} 


yer he ſha! threſh the mountains, teat them ſmall , aud make 
the huls like chaffje, Yea' the great revolutions of States and 
Kingdoms are but Anſwers tothe prayers of Saints: ;And 
therefore ro keep the hearrs of theſe will be your wiſdom 
and ſecurity. ;1 *- $31 + 7 
7. Conſider the preſent junFure of timeupon which 


Providence hath caſt us. And I confeflle it was that which 


invi:edine to this text and ſubject :ſuch ar cri4icall jwndbure 
of time and aff'irs, a«,all things conſidered;hath aor fallen 
out (ince your firſt fitring to this day. I inean inireſpe& of 
the preſerit-Freaty; And the' Lord knows what revoſnti- 
ons and changes we'my fee before your next monthſy 


Fatt; nOw for the Lords ſake; firs, I'b:feech you ſhew your | 


felves men reſolved for :the hzppineſſe-and/proſpericy of 
Evgland, take heed you looſe nat rhar in Conril: us, which, 
you have won in Campit. Sanbalar, and 7otiab, and the relt 
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of Nehemiahs Encmies ſent to hin with a defireto treat 
with him, Nebem.6.2. but Nehemiah perceived that it was 
for miſchief, and to weaken his hands from rhe work, that 
it be not doae, as you read ver. 9. Therefore ſaith he, O- 
Lord ſtrengthen my hands.God forbid the iſſue of this Treaty 
ſhould be the neakwing your hands, or obſtructing your pro- 
greſſe inthe great work rhar.you are upon. Some fay that 
you have madea ſtep beck ro embrace the Treaty ; but take 
heed of making a ftep back iu ir. What you loſt in the fie/4 
at one time you gain'd at another : but what you leoſe here, 
will noteafily or ſiddenly berecovered, 

Obj. Bu: 15 ir not better to yeeld, to comply, then have 
our 879ub/es continued, and wars renewed? 

Anſ. wars! me thinks the very. zene ſhould ſtartle us, 
having ſo lately taſted the bitter fruns of them; And we 
are tO ſeek pexce and purſue it: Bur let me be bold totell you 
th:t-+hich I fear will be found true, that the concluding of 
an unſound Peace will be the beginning of anew war. And 
our troubles will not ceaſe, till all the true exds of this late 
ingagement be fs7y accompliſhed. 

Oh let us never have cauſe to compliin of: you, as God 


doth ot the Prophetsand Prieſts among the Jews, /er.6.1 4c 


T hey have healed the breach of the daughter of my people light- 


5p oy hy: p-r rem leviculam, hy fime ſlight thing, Sore [light 1mper. 


feft work will nor +moutt toa full cure ; and 1f the cure be 


not-full, no wouder rhough the ſore grow angry, and bicak- 


forth a4» 

Thus we have finiſhed the firſt Poznt grounded upenthe 
firſt Exbortaticn, Be vouRte 1f:it and unmoveable. 

Wee ſhall now addrefſc to the ſecexd, though I (hall not 
haverime or ſt:ength to make a large diſcourſe. upon it ; [ 
ſhall conrract » hat | mav. 


0 
It is this, Alwayes abounding in the work of the Lord: or 


as 
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as the word is better rendred by ſome, Exceling in the work 
of the Lord,as expreſſing not ſo much the number as the 5,5. 
nature, the quantity as the quality of our works.Beza ren- 
ders ir, Emnentes, ſecking to go beyond, and exceed each 
other. Here is the Saints ad#1v:ty, 

Then hee isthe ſubje& of this e&Fr7ty, 2nd that is not 
the works of the world, or our own private works, much 
l:fſethe works of ſin; bur che works of the Lord, fo called, 
either becauſe it is work of Gods own 2»ſt:tution, as the 
Lords Supper, the Lords day, 8c. or elſe becauſe it is nroughs 
in God: all ſpirtruall works are wrought #» God, Joh.z.21. 
Or elſe, becauſe it tends to God, and his g/ory. And theſe 
works are either more internal and permazezt,as the works 
of faith, and love in the ſoul ; or more externall and rrax- 
peat, as thoſe that break-forth in the outward man. 

And then here is the /»come of this divine a-tivity, your 
labour &« xot invain in the Lord: your labour =#&, a |abour 
even tO ſwear, and wearinefle, anſwaring to the Hebrew 
word 51y, though it be ſucha labour, yer it will be coun- 
tervail d jn the recompence, /t s 78t i» vain: wo, nor an 
empty work, that brings notbing witch it, thar evaporates 
and comes to nothing z yea there is 2 mezofis in the word, It 
& :0t-1n 44:2, he means that it will be labour exceeding 
gainfutl.anſwered with an &yperbolzcall reward. And he purs 
it inthe preſent tenſe, your labour is not in vain , the very 
work is wages: A man is reaping while he is ſowing. 

Laft!y, it is added, in the Lord, which either expreſſerh 
Chriſt as the root from whence the work ſprings ; work 52 
the Lo-d, which the ſoul brings forth abiding in him, and 
in the power of that union ſhe hath with him: as Job-15.2. 
Every brauch that brings mot fir'h frutt inme, as Caluin reads 
ir, though the fruit and work be ourwardly good, ver if ic 
be not work inthe Lord, & fruic in Chrift,it 15 a vain "_ 
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Or elſe theſe words expreſſe Chriſt as the crown wher with 
the work is rewarded ; though the work may be 1» 411 as 
to men, it finds no reward in the world, bur it meets with 
abundant reconpenſe 7/2 the Lo, d. 

Thus we have the words brictly opened : the O /ſezwatz- 
0n5 might be ſeverall : On-!y one I ſha!l ſpe:k ro, and un- 
der whichthe ſubſtance of rhe reſt may ve conprehended, 

That Chriſtians ave to preſſe after a ſpiritual excellency in 
the ſervice of God. To excett and be eminent mm ſpiritual! nork, 
W'e have « parallel plice, 1 Theſ. 4. 1. Furthermore we 
b:ſeech you, brethren, Ec. as yiu b.ve rec-ited of w how to 
walk, ſo ye would abound more and moreire mewriorrs, the word 
ig the texr, which Bee trar ſlates, Y* mages excellatss , and 
notes upon it: 114 conmemin mages 46 mage excellere, ac vos 
ipſos quotidze ſuperare. And the French travſlition renders 
the words very tully, You paſiter plus autre de plus en plus: 
that you would paſſc on further from more to more. 

Solomon compares the way of 4 righteo; man to the ſhining 
light which ſhineth more and more till the perfe day, A Chri- 
ſtan, like the Sun, is daily to mount higher, and ſhi1e 
brighter in the ſphear of his ſpiritn2ll aQtivity. 

For chis we have Chriſt admiring his Spouſe : Cazt. 6, 
Io. h» u ſhe that looketh forth 4s the morning, fair «a the 
mon, clear as the ſun? (he is ſhining forth (&i]l in a purer 
and brighter light an glory. She is wa'king in the lighr,as 


 Tohnexprefleth it: that is ſhe a&ts in light,and makes a pro- 


ereſſ- init alſo. 

Arad Chriſt compares the kingdom of heaven to a ſeed 
that grows up into irs perfection by degrees : Mar. 4.28, 
the earih brinzs forth trr!t the blade, rhen rhe ear; then the 
fu | corn in the ear. The firit works and fruits of a-Chri- 
ſtian are wezk, and lowe, and excceding 1mperfett, that he 
Can ſc-r{c know them whether they be of the fleſh or of the 
ſpirit: 
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ſpiric cas a blade of good corn is ſcarle diſcerned from a 
tare, then it brings forth the ear. Now his ations are more 
raiſed, ſpringing from higher a&s of faith and love; and 
clearly appear to ſpring from a Divine ſced and ſpirituall 
root. Laſtty, the full corn inthe ear, now his fruit is come 
to ſome perteRion and maturity. 

lathe heavenly Academy there are three degrees. Firſt, 
Tyrones. nOviIces, babes in Chriſt, newly ent1ed. Secondly, 
proficientes, thoſe that have aſcended to an higher degree, 
and who arc paſt the firſt principles, and are moving to- 
wards perfe&tion. Thirdly, perfer, who are arrived at the 
top,ſt: ong men and dextrous in ſpirituall works: now thoſe 
of the firit form are to aſpire toward the ſecond, and the 
ſecond tothe third. The Pſalmiſt, ?ſal.84.5. ſeems t2 al- 


lade to this: 7 bey 90 017 from ftrength to ſtrength 5 it 15 in the DN wm» 
margin, and {Ithe originall will bear it , from company to PN 


compny: from one form and company of Chriſtians to an» The | 
rencn Ge 


* bande eu 


other; & every 02e of them in Sion ap,eareth hefore God 


It 15ſatiof Arabam, Ger. 12. 9. that he journeyed, gO- hunde, 


ing on ſti{l r,wards the South. A learned Interpreter Obs 
ſerves this upon it, he journeyed towards the South, which 
15roward- the Sun, figuring his progreſſe in faith & grace. 
The Apoſtle prefferh ro thts often,as, Hebr. £1. Therelere 
leaving the princ:pl's of the do*rine of Chriſt,let us go 0 - to per + 
fetton, not laying avain the foundation of repentance from dead 
works, a-d arth trwirds Gad Not thi faith and repent »nce 
arc tbe layed 11 rerly aſide, bur onely in rh- primy-ive +nd 
firſt afts of them, and afrerwards to put forth higher a&s 
of borh. 

And this excellency in the work of God i- to 1ppear : 

1. Inihe.mirter of the work, 15 be till underr:king 
hizher and er-arer work: for Gods As the work thar Moſes 
was upon to brizg Iſracl out of A9gypr,ind /eſbua;to bring 
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them into Canaan; and the Apoftles to preach the Goſpel 
among the Gentiles : theſe were great works. So Chriſti 
ans are tobe till ingaging 1n works of greacer eminency,of 
2 more publick nature,more 1mportance anddifficulry. 

2- In the number of our works, a Saints life is ro be a 
continuall ſervice;God hath not tyed us under the Goſpel 
to any number, becauſe he delights in free ſervices : and 
where there is a Goſpel principle,it conſtrains to a& abun- 
dantly; Love it is a ſhorc Tyranny-as one cals it, it ſweetly 
compels the ſoul to be induſtrious, and active in the ſer- 
vice of her beloved. The veftall fire never went out; ſo the 
fire of a Saints aQtivity is to be alwayes flaming. The more 
aQRive a Chriſtian is, the more like Angels, who are de- 
ſcribed as alwayes flyirg ; vearhe more like Chrift, whoſe 
meat and drink was to do his Fathers will: yea the more 
like God, who though alwayes at reft in hifaſelf, yet alwaies 
in a&, yea a&ivity it (elf. . 

3. Inthe manner of our working, which is the main free 
doing our works with more (imp: 1citie,to do them purely 
for Gods fake, when we look {ingly at God in them, and 
dare nor appropriare cir her the ſervice ir ſclf,or theſtrengrh 
whereby we mannage it, or the ſuccefle of the ſervice to 
our ſelves ; but look upon God as all, and our ſelves as no- 
thing in them. Andtherefore an -nclent Writer perſwa- 
ding men to depart out of themſelves, bids them beware 
thev appropriate not underſtanding, ap-rehenfſion, quick- 
ofſ*- of fizhr,any thing to themſelves intheir ations : But 
to oftcr up and dedicate all rheſe things to him whe is the 
ca ſ-of all. Tris an eafie matterto do works great 1m out- 
wird appearance, but ro de them with rh1s fIimplicitie of 
ſpirit. Hc labor, h'c ops eff; this 15 Chriſtianity incveed. 

The Pherifecs did grear works for the matter of them, 


gave great Alms, payed Tuhes of all, built the Sepulchers 
"Q 
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of their farhers, bur becauſe chey waited rhis fi-np! ici; ie 
ot ſprit, did themro be {een of men, they ftunk Li the no- 
firils of 50d. : 

Bur the rale of Chriſt to His diſciples is, whe1 thou gi- 
veſt an Alms, let not thy left han know whar thy righe 
hand dorh, hide what thou doeft even fron thy ſelf, Icft che 
ficſh aflume glo:y. 

2. In doing them with more delight, to rejoyce as a 
gyant tO run&race; tO at with as gre.t fre:dom 11 a work 
where God alone 15 Concerned, as where our own intereſts 
are the moſt deeply-invo'\ued When we can rej! yce more 
in Opportunities of ſervice, then in all outward content= 
ments; counting it an honour that God will make uſe cf us 
inthe meaneſt work. | 

2+ Indoing them with more ſe!f-denyall ; when we can 
be content to lay down and wave our own intereſt ,that we 
may do God ſervice. The more ſelf-dery4ll appears tu ai'y 
ſervice, the more true excellency ſhines torth in it. To be 
ſtiffe and inexorable in matters concerning common good, 
and tobe flexible and yeelding in his own private, is the 
temper of 2 graCious heart. 

4. In _ them with greater bent and intention of 
ſpirit ; when the hear is carricd out ftrongly in the work 
of God, thar no difficulties and oppoſition do ciſcourage 
or ftop. Hezekrabs hearr was lifred up inthe wayes of the 
Lord, 2 Chron. 17.6 not lift up with pride, bur reſolution: 
an heart ſoaring above dangers,ſufferings,lowe,and earth- 
ly intereſts. Not /lotbfull 19 buſineſſe : but fervem in ſpirit, 

ſerving the Lord: ſaith the Apofile. Rom. 12.11, Asthe,_ 
Angel: called * Seraphims have their name from that bur. — 


ning hear of ſpirit wherewirh- they are carried forth to & ferveſ- 
centiam Inte 
terte ac nunman mitrmiſſc nnqguimg, derl nantis tationis nomen $erophim laculcntcr de» 


fenat. Dionyl. Arcop. de ccelelt. hierarch. cap. 7+ 
God 
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God, ar:d for God, There are two words in Sciiprure moſt 

commonly uſed fignifying a man, 10h, and 4&am, the lar- 

ter comes from a word {ignifying carth, and exprefleth 

man in hisdead,corrupt and carthly ſtate: the former from 

" B'S -a word ſignifyiog * fire, and expreſſeth man in his raiſed 

ab UN quickned ſtate in Chriſt, Chriſtians rhen a& not up to their 

Igniz Ave- renewed fizte in Chriſt, when they are not carried torch 
nate With fervor of ſpiru in thework of God. 

We ſhall onely make one Uſe of this,2nd fo conclude. 

Fe. Yon ſce then i Chriſtians ) your duty before you : Oh 
then let you and I be datly advancing into an higher excel- 
lencie in the work of God. In other things we are ambiti- 
ous toexcell, 2s who ſhall have thegreatelt tate, who ſhall 
have the beſt repure among men,who ſhall drive the great- 
eſt Trade, who ſhall be beſt ſeen into his Art, and Profeſ- 
fion, who ſhall be beſt $k11Pd in Myſteries ard Sciences-aud 
ſhall we alone be ſinfully modeſt , and indifferent in the 
work of God? ire rhere auy works ſo noble, and attended 
with ſuch plentifull incomes as theſe works are? And doth ' 
not God deſerve trom you ſomething that is excellent dai- 
ly? Or can you in the perfe&ion of any works arrive at ſo 
much ſ:risfa&1on, pace and joy, as 1n the perfe&tion of 
ſpiricual] works? Orcan your ſpirits ever be 1n their high- 
e't operation in any works, ſave onel; theſe? Or are t 
ever implnyed to the end for which they were crcated, till 
they butiethemfelves iu theſe works ? : 

O chat r is might be all the ſtrife & contention among 
Chrifttans, nor who ſhz1! get v Rory over eachother, and 
v-hoſe p: ivate opinion ſhil! be moſt »pplauded : but who 
ſh] mot excel! in the w» of the Lord whi ſhall put forth 
high: & as of faith and love, and out-ſhine. in a tpiriteqll 
ed i xe vplary comerſation. 

Aud Q that tius was all the contention among Miniſters, 
nut 
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not who ſhall ger the greateſt Livings,who hall bemoft in 
favour with men, or gain the greateft party : but who ſhall 
be moſt Jaborious in the work of the Goſpel, who ſhall 
moſt deny themſclves for God, and »:z moſt fouls to the 
Lord [eſus. | 
An4O that this was all the contention among /Magr« - 
ſtrates, not who ſhall moſt enrich themſelves by the ruines 
ofthe State, who ſhall carry on ſome private deſigne with 
greaceſt ſtrength and ſuccefle, bur who ſhall ſhew himſelf 
moſt fairhfull ro his truſt 5 who ſhall be moſt ſollicitous 
and fiacere forthe advancing the honour of God , and the 
fre:dom and happinefſe of the Nation: ſuch firefe would 
reconcile us, ſuc 1 coxtentions wonld make us all friends. 
And you (Right Honorable) I ſha'l addr« le the refidue 
of my diſcourſe particularly ro. You have already done 
g eat things we doacknowledge ; but if you fit down hee, 
Emgland vill be on this fide that cure ſhe needs, and thar 
happineſſc ſhe exp As from You. Therefore ſtill ſtrive to 


* exc<11 not 2lone other Parliaments, for ſo You have done 


already, bur your felves alſo dzily, Let your laſt works exe 
ccll the firſt; that 1r may never be ſaid of you,2s the mnther 
of Claudi: Ceſar (aid of him, That Nature bad begun him, 
Lat wot finiſht him: Thet you begun a good work, and lefr ir 
atcrtiue and unfiniſhr. Seneca ſpeaks of ſome,that they were 
ſemper tifors, alwazes 44 out tolive; let it not beſaid of you, 
that You were about to ſettle us, and eſtabliſh our Liber- 
ties, bur never did it, Andlet there appear fti]l more ſim- 
plicjry, Jove, ſcIf denya!l,and intention of ſpirit in all your 
ations, that none may have occaſion to ſay, that you have 
any whit abared of your primitite mtegrity and Zeal. 
Ard to move you to this, let me be bold ro propound 
to You ſome ferjous Con!tuerat ions. | 
1. Conſider kow God hath excelled towards You ; be 
I 2 bath 
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hath appeared for you , ard gone alo! g with you 2fter an 
excellent ard extraordinary rae: What cart iamert or poo- 
ple before you can ſpe higher things, ar.d tcl: larger itos 
ries Of the power and goodnefſe of God then you may. 


. And hath he not exceeded of late z do no: the mcercies and 


vittorres of a later birth beara livelicr amige and clearcr /z- 
l-aments of God upon them then the former ; hath he rus 
exce/ed in his workings tor you,znd will not you excel/ dat. 
ly in your aQtinz for hin 2 How often hath che Parliament 
of England been at the very &rinks of the grave, the proud 
waves have beſcr you round; and you have becn reauy ſe- 
vcrall times to be buried in a detge of deſolation & ruine, 
and yet God hath given you a new life from rhe dead, a1d 
you ſtand upon your fer this day as rich monumenrs of the 
excel!ing mercy and prozzaence of God,rothe joy and com- 
fort of your friends,:ndthe terror and aſtoniſhment of your 
Enemies. Now as it w3S with the Captarr of cur falv:tion, 
after his reſurrefj0% he appeared in greater glory : And as 
Herod aid, when be heard the fame of Chriſt, Fohn B aprrff 
i riſer from the dad, and therefore mighty works ſh:w forth 
themſetues 12 bin So, Sirs, you having becn al eadyas cru- 
Cified, 2nd buried , and now as r:ſe- from the dead Oh that 
we mig"t now {ce more of God breaking forth from you, 
and more mghty works (hewing forth themſelves 72 you. 

2. Conſider how the eyes of all the $arats have been up- 
on you, not onely in Exglana, but even in all pa'ts of the 
worid, © ſee what will be the iſſue of that work which is 
now iny-u hands. And never did God more raiſc upthe 
hearts of his people to pray for any ſociety of men , as for 
you, any they are now lookin how Priycrs are an{wer'd 
7nyou. And oh that we m ghr daily ſee you re/irg wp in your 
a&ions and reſolutions 4:ſwerable to the he'ght of our 
hopcs and cxpeRations frum you. 

3+ Con- 
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3+. Contider (c: 1 vily what preci0:4 {cod hath been filt 
for tie advariCing Of tizer work you ate called unto. doth 
not ttit- bc {peak (omethirig from you excellent and extra- 
ordinary, ſ@mcwhat to Countervail that drar price that 1s 
layed d: wa for it, | 

1 he blood of rhe Aartyrs is called ſeed: much of this 
ſecd, fecd © bleed, pe: 19 Hood hath been town , and may 
por we wait fir an hor: eff that may bear proportion to this 
ſced? The g/s:y thar Sainrs expe from God is great, be- 
cauſe ir is the price of the od of God: And I am confident, 
that che mercics that are in rhe womb for us will bear pro- 
porticn to, vE4 far exceed rhe price layed down : and we 
hope that God will mike row /»ftruments to give them 
birth. VVe know you are but men, and poore inſtruments 
inche hand # Go1: 2vd if we looke upon you othetwiſe, 
we ſhould wrong God, and you, and our {elves alſo: yet 
going {orch in rhe ſffrewgth of God, you need not fear the 
greate undertakings. 

4. Conſider whar gre-t opportunities God hath again put 
Into your hand: It was once feared that you had ler flip 
your opportunity and er7tir/af ſeaſon of Englands deliver- 
ance, bur God hath redeemed ir again for you by his «l» 
mighty arm, nd now again harh put you to a tryall. | 

He h2zth ſubJued your Enemics ever and over, and en- 
abled you nor alone te relieve your ſelves, but give help to 
© hers alſvu. Yu were fainr in your extremities ro run vpon 
arrears with 5c0t/and, bur G: d hath ſ-t you up, andenabled 


you to prythem not one'y in Corze, bur in &ixde: fo that - 


now ag11n : he whole Kingdom is before you, and what is it 
thar you may nor do, if you addreſſe to it with integritic 


and confidence. Of 1:re vou had wid!ent ftormes rhat | beat 


upn1n your, and threarre ſad thi7g6 to you,and your friends 
from al! parts of tl:c Kingdom ; and thenthe ſeaſon might 


plead 


59 


Ayo 


6560 . Sermon' preached before the 


plead your excuſe : but hath not God now 4layed theſe 
ſtormes, ſaid tothe raging Sca, Be ſtil, and here ſhall thy 
proud waves be fiopped. O theu now hoyſe up ſail, and feere 
ſtrengly and ſniftly to the haven of Exg/ands profperitie; 
and I dare aſſure you, walking in Gods way, you ſhall have 
winde and tyde with you 
| Laſtly, cenfider the morive in the text, your labour is 
oy. never in vain in the Lord; though you find z# reward for it 
" 3h Z'/ a'qza {1 theworld, you ſhall finde glorious reward in God: 7ts 
inn ow merchan.'iſe s better then the merchandiſe of elver, and the 
aa, neg9- 0449 thereof then fine gold. All our works 1a God, all our 
SI + ſuffering+ for God, are as precr0 ſeed that riſe up again an 
IT mite ut hundred fold into our boſome. 
whe NT maiora lu This the Propher Azariah encouraged Aſz and the 
LES cre!gs. 
Fo "Ys Tenul.ib, people, 2 Chron. 1 5.7. Be yu ftrong therefore, ahh let mot your 
ad Maity- ads be weak, for Jour work ſhall be rewarded, And thus the 
—o—— Prophet /ſ#/«h encourageth himſelf i hi God, when bis 
zen ſubits- work fourd little ſucceſle or reward with men : ſa. 49. 4. 
re eftu be. I ſaid, 1 have laboured tn vain, and ſpent my ſtrength for 
Hons; "RP zeught, yet ſurely my jad;ement « with the Lord, and my work 
brabum, (oy reward) with my God, And wer.5. Though Iſrael be not 
apy, gathered, yet ſhall r begloriows in the eyes of the Lind. The 
poirra m more upright we are in the work of. Godzthe more contempt i- 
©2854 blewe are likely to be in theeyes of men; bur the more gle. 
$1 (iCu'a k . . . . 8 
{rculorum. 710485 in the eyes of God, And one ſmil: of his face will coun- 
tbid. terva1l the higheft works,and deepeft ſufferings for him, in 
a trazſcendent meaſure: The meaneſt ſervice ſhall have its 
reward;how much more works of an h/gher nature,of which 
rank are thoſe ( Sirs) that God hath pur into your bands: 
and y-: have 2 great opportunity, as to honour God, foto 
tre-{ureup happrneſſe ana gloryro your ſelves; And fſure 
your ſe'ves,you whoſe hearts have been upright with God. 
all your unwearied travell, and attendance now for theſe 
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eight yeer 5,ail your expenſe of tine;all your ſes,ſuff. rings, 

reproaches, #:cowventences that any of you have ſuſtained 

in the proſecution of this cauſe you have in hand (which 

will be carried on againft the gates of hell) yea all thoſe 
wholſome Yotes, Orders, Ordinances Declarations that have 

proceeded from you in the integritie of your heats, do 

ſtand upon record in heaven, and are fruit that will abound 

80 yoar 4cconnt in that great day of recompes/e;when all things 

ſhall be heard over again, and every a&t:on of men be 
brought under fri reuiew before men and Angels, And 
though we thus ſpeak, yer we allow no mcrit in any 

work cirher ex comgru2, Or condigne, bur 2 rewardwe do,and 

that wot of debt but of grace, as the Apoſtle diſtingutſheth, 

Rom. 4+ 4+ 4: 0 

Neither @n we allow the love of tle reward as the Poluptes 

higheft prenciple from which, or the obtaining the reward no» «/ 
as the utmoſt end to which our ations move : this is too on dt i. 
wercenary tor Saints; bur freely troadt from loveto God,ard he. + 
to the work it ſelf, asour higheſt pricciple, and to the glo- {(4«c/5iv, 8:1 
ry of God as onr utmoſt end, though there was no reward ray = bj} 
at all, is moſt Evangelical, and Saint-like : yet that a ſubs ecr,ſed quia 
ordinare reſp« & way be had to the reward, the pleaſureand On” 

. i . Uelb it. Seto 
glory that are the tram of ſpuaull works, the text, elpeCl- ge yea 
ally that word ens, knowing, in thetexr dorh undeniably beau. 

rove. | 
F Therefore now to ſhut vp all, ( Right Honorab'e ) let 
me bef. ech y-u bv a'l the glorious appra-ances of God tor you, 
by the expeFatons thur the Sarnts have of you , by all 
thoſe prezers har have been made, thoſe terrs thir have 
b-en ſhed, thar 4hod that bath been ſpi-t. by rhoſ.- pe irus 
opp2: 1un114*5 thor are in your hand:, by that exreeci. pg grrat 
reward vrere ich free grace ſhallcrown y-wur wopts in the 
Lora wkhallz that you would, as ia oppuſicion to all '« n- 
Tations 
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tations both on the r7ght hand and the left, (hwy your f{clves 
fted:aft and unmovable : oin Anſwer to Your own 18 404e 
ments, the neceſſities ai:d expetatinns of the Kingdom, be 
alwayes excelling 1 the work 0: the Loxd. 

And not onely ſcek to exccll yuar ſelves, but to give all 
Juſt advantages thar you may, tht others MmayeXcell alto, 
that che Church of God in this K 487m m'y grow up un- 
der the foſtring wings of your governmenc inco more per- 
fect ſtates | ; F 

You know, not long fince, thi: excel/ing in ſpiricuall 
things was looked upon with a1 ev+l/ ee, -n1was Condem. 
ned tor fadon, ſc 711ſme, preciſe aeſſe > [ngularity, &c. and 
therefore ali Kel;g/on 42d worſhip muſt be co--fin:d within 
Certain forms and boundaries . and thas men fo1ughc ro ime 
priſon light and -ruch : Bur lay you, I beſcedyou, no ſuch 
reſtraint upon the Charch of Go7, divine rrurh,or the Spirit; 
bur as k1owledge will increaſe, ang lizht will be breakin 
forrh in rhe even7ng of the world; {1 let us not have the cv, 
tains drawn, or the windows (hat, buc be left in ſome capacte 
tie cOCatertaln Its 


FINIS. 


